


Orion during last year of operation  
on the St. Clair River 1957  

[SM]

departed the Great Lakes. EDGEWATER was sold in 1947 to Cleveland Tankers, Inc., Cleveland, OH, who 
converted her to a tanker at the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Co., Staten Island, NY and renamed her b) ORIOn 
before returning to Great Lakes service. New tonnage; 2463 GRT, 1826 NRT, 3,750 dwt. The ORION 
was laid up for the last time at Cleveland in December, 1957 before being sold to the Acme Iron & Metal 
Co., Ashtabula, OH in 1964 after she had laid idle for seven years. ORION arrived in tow at Ashtabula on  
September 15, 1964. Purchased by the Capital Dredge & Dock Corp., Lorain, OH, was cut down and converted 
to a 120 foot derrick barge from the forward section in 1965. The rear section was scrapped. The derrick barge 
sank near Lorain while under tow from Toledo, OH by the tug LAURENCE C. TURNER on July 23, 1968. 
Raised and pulled ashore by the Corps of Engineers the following month. Presumed scrapped at Lorain.

Edgewater docked at Ford’s Rouge Plant 
for the first time 1931  

[DC]

Orion at Zug Island on  
the old Rouge River c1952  

[DC]
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Twin Screw Canal Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1931 as a) CHESTER (US.230959). Launched 
May 16, 1931 for the Ford Motor Co., Detroit MI. Dimensions: 300’loa-291’lbp-43’-20’; 1819 GRT, 1129 NRT, 
2,000 dwt. Fully loaded, she would draw only ten feet. Powered by two 800 shp steam turbines and two oil-
fired water tube boilers. CHESTER was identical to fleetmate EDGEWATER (Hull 276) which was launched 
at the same yard seven days before on May 9. These two were built for the run between the Ford Rouge plant 
and Ford plants at Green Island, NY and Edgewater, NJ via the New York State Barge Canal. They were said to 
be the largest boats ever built for service between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic seaboard and the first turbine 
powered boats of that type 
ever built. No wood was 
used in these ships and the 
superstructure was collapsible 
so that masts and stacks could 
be lowered to the deck when 
passing under the canal bridges. 
Pilothouses could be dropped 
into wells to afford adequate 
clearance. CHESTER entered 
service on August 27, 1931, 
ten days after her fleetmate 
EDGEWATER. These boats 
were referred to as Ford’s 
“mosquito” fleet, designed to 
transport materials and parts 
through the New York Barge 
Canal. The CHESTER was requisitioned by the US Maritime Commission, Washington, DC in 1942 for the 
WWII effort and departed the Lakes. This duty lasted until the end of the war when, in 1946, CHESTER was 
returned to the Ford Motor Co. and then was sold Brazilian in 1947 to Empreza Internacional de Transports, 
Ltda., Santos, Brazil and renamed b) LOuRIVAL LISBOA. This name lasted only two years when in 1949 she 
was renamed c) GuARARAPES. Grounded off Olinda, Brazil on June 25, 1956 while being towed as a barge 
hauling cement to Recife, Brazil in the tow of tug NOVO BANDEIRANTE. As a result, she subsequently 
broke her back and was declared a total loss. 

Chester [DC]

Chester on the Erie Barge Canal [RN]
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Dipper dredge built at the River Rouge yard in 1932 as a) EMPIRE (2) (US.171503) for the Dunbar & 
Sullivan Co., Buffalo, NY. Keel laid April 19, 1932; launched May 12, 1932 and entered service on June 15th. 
Dimensions: 125’loa-117’6”lbp-42’-10’; 462 GRT, 443 NRT. Equipped with one coal-fired Scotch marine 
boiler. The machinery taken off of a previous wooden dredge also named EMPIRE (1). Operated for Dunbar 
& Sullivan mostly on the Great Lakes until taken down the Mississippi River in 1959 for work in the Kentucky 
area. Returned to the Lakes in 1961 for work at McClouth Steel in Trenton, MI. Laid up at the D&S base at 
Stony Island off the Livingstone Channel until departing for the Mississippi again in late 1962. The EMPIRE 
(2) worked near Smithland, Kentucky in 1978. Laid up at their Eddyville, Kentucky yard until sold for scrap 
circa 1987 for a reported $11,000. Scrapping completed in 1989.

Harbor Tug launched at the River Rouge yard on June 15, 1932 as a) DEARBORn (US.231780) for the Ford 
Motor Co., Detroit, MI. Dimensions: 85’loa-79’8”lbp-21’-13’8”; 109 GRT, 65 NRT. Powered by two 660 
bhp Cooper-Bessemer 8 cylinder diesel-electric engines driving a 600 shp electric motor. DEARBORN was 
completed July 20 and entered service to assist Ford-owned barges and ex-Shipping Board tugs in the Rouge 
River. The DEARBORN was not a lake-class tug and remained on the Rouge River, thereby avoiding the need 
for hiring outside tug assistance. In 1946 the tug captain was caught sleeping on the job and was fired on the 
spot. The DEARBORN was sold in 1946 to the Morgan Transportation Co., Dearborn, MI (Capt. Morgan 

Empire at Stony Island 1962 [RS]
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Dearborn in the Rouge River [KK]



Howell) for $80,000. There after Ford used the tugs of the Great Lakes Towing Co. for vessel assistance in 
the Rouge River. The DEARBORN was sold again in 1948 to the Petco Corp., West Allis, WI and renamed  
b) MILWAuKEE. Sold to the Tug Interstate Co., Wilmington, DE (Harbor Towing Company, Baltimore, mgr) 
in 1952 and renamed c) InTERSTATE to operate as a harbor tug at Baltimore, MD. Tonnage changed in 1963 
when her pilothouse was expanded with an upper cabin. The tug was repowered in 1964 with a 1,320 bhp 
engine driving through an output gearbox. The INTERSTATE was out of documentation between 1990 and 
1993. Reported in 1994 as abandoned and sunk at Curtis Creek near the old Smith Shipyard in the Baltimore 
area. Reportedly still there as of 2007.

Dearborn at Ford Rouge Plant [DC]

Dearborn in Morgan fleet colors in the Rouge River c1946 [DC]



Interstate late in life at Fell’s Point  
in Baltimore Harbor 

[HTC]

Milwaukee on the Rouge River 1948  
[DC]

Milwaukee at Manitowoc  
[DC]
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Welded Steel Yacht built in 1932 at the River Rouge yard as a) MARGARET II (US.231990) for Harry Bennett, 
Detroit, MI. Dimensions: 73’loa, 65’lbp-13’-7’: 47 GRT, 39 NRT. Powered by a 120 bhp Hercules diesel 
engine. Harry Bennett was a figure of authority in the Ford Motor Company and served as Henry Ford’s 
“presence” when dealing with labor issues. Bennett used his yacht, which was named after his second wife,  to 
throw his notoriously wild parties as well as for cruising to Harsens Island and his cabin in East Tawas, MI. 
He renamed the yacht b) KInG in 1934 after his dog and c) BILLY B. in 1935 after his oldest daughter. The List 
of Merchant Vessels in 1937 shows this yacht had the former name of MARG., but never shows up as such in 
the regular listing of any previous year. Bennett again renamed her d) ESTHARR in 1937, which was derived 
from his third wife’s name, Esther, and his first name, Harry. The vessel was repowered in 1941 two Hercules 
diesel engines with a total of 320 bhp and was rebuilt with new cabins; 52 GRT, 35 NRT. Bennett’s yacht was 
requisitioned by the US Maritime Commission on October, 1942 for patrol duty out of Charleston, SC for 
the US Coast Guard under the authority of the US Navy Department. ESTHARR was not listed in either of 
the 1945 or 1946 USMV records, but reappears in 1947 with a new owner, Ralph Allen of Crisfield, MD. Mr. 
Allen renamed the yacht e) ABIGAIL in 1947. Ownership was transferred to the R.C. Allen Business Machine 
Co., Muskegon, MI in 1951. L.N. Anderson of New York, NY purchased the vessel in 1957 and renamed 
her f) ALCYOn. She carried that name until the yacht was sold Peruvian in 1959 and departed the Lakes.  
No further information is available.

Margaret II profile by Karl Kutruff from yard design drawings [KK]

Billie B. on the Detroit River c1935 [TD]



Lighthouse Tender built at the River Rouge yard in 1933 as a) DAHLIA (WAGL-288). Hull 282’s keel was laid 
February 25, 1933 and float launched August 26, 1933 for the U. S. Lighthouse Service, Washington, DC. Her 
launching was a bit unusual in that she was built under cover of the workshop, placed on skids and rolled 300 
feet to and onto the floating dry dock, where the dock was flooded floating the DAHLIA free. Dimensions: 
81’2”loa-21’-9’6”; 160 GRT, 52 NRT. Powered by a 235 BHP, six cylinder Winton diesel engine. Commissioned 
in August, 1933, the DAHLIA began service in the 11th Lighthouse District out of Detroit, MI servicing aids to 
navigation on the Detroit River and St. Clair River. She was equipped with a five ton capacity boom and an electric 
winch. DAHLIA was crewed by a complement of ten sailors and officers. The US Lighthouse Service, including 
the DAHLIA, was absorbed by the US Coast Guard in 1939 with the DAHLIA being assigned to the Ninth US 
Coast Guard District. The tender was transferred to the US Navy, Washington, DC, as was the entire US Coast 
Guard, in 1942 for the duration of WWII, until 1945 when they were transferred back. Shortly after the War 
(1949-50), she was repowered with a new 500 BHP GM diesel at the Stadium Boat Works in Cleveland, OH. On 
April 20, 1956, the DAHLIA came to the assistance of two Lake freighters, A. M. BYERS and the newly renamed  
E. M. FORD, following 
their collision in the St. 
Clair River. The BYERS, 
which sank to the bottom 
impeded traffic until 
being raised. Dahlia 
assisted two more vessels 
in distress, RICHARD 
V. LINDABURY and 
HUTCHCLIFFE HALL, 
which collided on October 
5, 1962 causing the 
HALL to sink in Lake St. 
Clair near the St. Clair 
River. The DAHLIA 
was decommissioned 
on October 9, 1964 
after serving her Dahlia c1934 [KK]
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Dahlia launch sequence [SMMC]



Corantijn in Suriname  
[LG]

Dahlia at Detroit c1937  
[DC]

USCG Dahlia stationed at Detroit [DC]

entire career in the Detroit District. The tender was sold foreign on May 20, 1965 to the Suriname 
Government, along with fleetmate CHERRY, to service buoys on the Surname River and other coastal 
cities for the Dienst Haven en Loodswezen (Harbor service and pilotage). The DAHLIA was renamed  
b) CORAnTIJn at this time (Cherry became b) LAWA). This government service became the Dienst voor 

de Scheepvaart in March, 1982 and later 
MAS (Maritime Authority Suriname). 
Around 1982, CORANTIJN was sold to 
a private concern, Surinam Coast Traders, 
presumably to carry general cargo to 
coastal and river locations. At press time, 
CORANTIJN still existed and was being 
refurbished as a pleasure craft. (LAWA was 
abandoned around 1982 near the MAS 
jetty on the Suriname River, 21 miles 
upstream from the Atlantic mouth of the 
river and was still there as of 2007).
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Twin Screw Canal Bulk Carrier built at the River Rouge yard in 1937 as a) nORFOLK (US.236397). Dimensions: 
300’loa-291’lbp-43’-20’; 1946 GRT, 1603 NRT, 3000 dwt. Powered by two 600 bhp eight cylinder Cooper-
Bessemer diesel engines. The NORFOLK was launched June 9, 1937 for the Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, MI for 
use as an automotive parts carrier between East Coast Ford plants and Dearborn entering service in July, 1937. 
Built at a cost of $493,924, she was the sister to the GREEN ISLAND (Hull 283) launched 25 days earlier. 
Both were constructed of an all welded steel hull and superstructure without any rivets. Both vessels were 
built with a low profile pilothouse near mid-ship for passage in the New York Barge Canal system. As WWII 
engulfed the world in the early 1940s, the US War Shipping Administration requisitioned all sea-going US 
flag ships. The ships were simultaneously delivered back to their owners for operation under a General Agency 
Agreement for the W.S.A. What this meant is that effectively the US Government combined all shipping 
lines on the high seas under their singular authority for the duration of WWII. In keeping with this policy, 
NORFOLK was acquired by the US Maritime Commission in July, 1942 for service on the East Coast for the 
duration of the war. Agwilines Inc. was the general agent for the ship under standard form contract GAA 4-4-
42 during the war. At war’s end, the NORFOLK returned to Ford Navigation and then was sold to the Erie & 
St. Lawrence Corp., New York, NY in 1946. NORFOLK was stranded on March 7, 1948 off Morehead City, 
NC resulting in severe damage forcing the crew to abandon her. As a result, the vessel was surrendered to the 
underwriters but later salvaged. Sold Canadian to N.M. Paterson & Sons Ltd, Fort William, ON and taken 
to Canadian Vickers Ltd, Montreal, QC where she was rebuilt. A forward pilothouse was added and her hull 
was shortened and deepened to canal dimensions and reentered service in August, 1950 as b) HuMBERDOC 
(C.179585). New dimensions: 256’loa-247’lbp-43’-27’; 2357 GRT, 1837 NRT, 3395 dwt. After the expanded 

Norfolk launch, tug Ecorse whistling a salute [BH]



St. Lawrence Seaway opened in 1959, she was lengthened 47 feet at Kingston, ON by Kingston Ship Yards Ltd. 
in 1960. New dimensions: 303’loa-293’lbp-43’-27’; 2858 GRT, 2204 NRT, 4240 dwt. She was in operation 
until the end of the 1967 season when she was laid up at Kingston for the last time. HUMBERDOC was 
sold to Marine Salvage Ltd., at Port Colborne in the fall of 1967 and again to Spanish shipbreakers for scrap. 
The HUMBERDOC, having been towed from Kingston the week before, departed Quebec City on August 
13, 1969 and was towed along with the HOWARD HINDMAN (2) to Bilbao, Spain and arrived there on 
September 6, 1969 for scrapping.

Norfolk locking through the New York State barge canal c1938 [RN]



Norfolk loaded with auto parts bound for the East coast [DC]

Humberdoc in the Welland Canal [DC]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1938 as a) RALPH H. WATSOn (US.237854). Hull 285 
was launched November 20, 1937 for the Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 611’6”loa, 
594’3”lbp x 60’2” x 32’6”, 8302 GRT, 6130 NRT, 15,750 dwt. Powered by a 2,300 shp double reduction 
geared cross-compound steam turbine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. The RALPH H. WATSON 
departed light September 2, 1938 from Detroit, MI upbound to load iron ore at Duluth, MN. She was built 
as part of a fleet modernization plan of four new “GOVERNOR MILLER” class bulk carriers. The others 
were the JOHN HULST, WILLIAM A. IRVIN, and GOVERNOR MILLER. These vessels incorporated a 
number of innovations, which included the first cross-compound steam turbine that delivered power through 
reduction gears to the propeller shaft. Also they were the first built with port and starboard tunnels below 
the spar deck that provided the crew a passage way from bow to stern during inclement weather without 
venturing on deck. Another innovation featured welding as well as riveting on the hull plating thus reducing 
vessel weight while increasing carrying capacity. The quartet was the first of the Pittsburgh fleet to have one 
piece hatch covers handled by a hatch crane. These innovations became the engineering standard for future 
ship construction on the Great Lakes. In the late 1940s in keeping with fleet policy, billboard style lettering 
displaying “PITTSBURGH STEAMSHIP COMPANY” was painted in white along both sides of her hull. 
Then in 1952 the WATSON was transferred to the United States Steel Corp., Cleveland. Her billboard was 
changed to read “PITTSBURGH STEAMSHIP DIVISION” to reflect corporate restructuring. The letters 
disappeared by 1957, and were replaced by the logo “U.S.S.” surrounded by a white circle and placed on her 
stack and under the ship’s name on her bows. Her boilers were converted to oil-fired burners during the winter 
of 1969-70 at AMSHIP’s Lorain, OH yard. On May 6, 1975 while unloading iron ore at Conneaut, OH, a leg 
and bucket from #2 Hulett gave way and fell into the WATSON’s cargo hold. A crane was rigged to remove the 
wreckage. A nine by twelve foot patch was required to repair her port side tank which was holed in the accident. 
She cleared Conneaut on May 8th. A sewage treatment system was installed in the WATSON over the winter 
of 1979-80. Eighteen Steel Trust bulkers were similarly equipped to comply with Great Lakes environmental 
standards. The RALPH H. WATSON was laid up for the last time on May 16, 1980 at Duluth’s Hallett dock 

Ralph H. Watson launch [PL]



Ralph H. Watson sporting bicentennial colors at Cleveland 06/1976 [SM]

#6A. The WATSON was sold to Corostel Trading Ltd., Montreal, QC in 1987. Due to low water in Duluth’s 
St. Louis River on November 10, 1987, the WATSON had to be towed from her long-term lay-up berth out to 
Lake Superior and then through the Soo Locks after which she tied up at the Canadian Government Dock on 
November 12th. Two days later the WATSON departed in tow and arrived at a mooring in the old Welland 
Canal below Ramey’s Bend, at Port Colborne, ON on November 23rd. The RALPH H. WATSON was towed 
from her anchorage on December 13th and arrived at Sorel, QC on December 19th, where she joined her 
fleetmate ROBERT C. STANLEY. The two bulkers remained there for seventeen months until May 16, 1989 
when they departed behind the deep sea tug FAIRPLAY IX bound for Aliaga, Turkey. The tow arrived there 
June 19, 1989 where scrapping commenced by Cukurova Celik Endustrisi, A.S.

Ralph H. Watson departing downbound at the Soo Locks [RL]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1938 as a) JOHn HuLST (US.237380). Launched January 
8, 1938 for the Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 611’6”loa, 594’3”lbp x 60’ x 32’6”; 
8302 GRT, 6130 NRT, 14,150 dwt. Powered by a 2,300 shp double reduction geared cross-compound steam 
turbine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. The JOHN HULST was the first of four “GOVERNOR 
MILLER” class sisters in the Pittsburgh fleet, (the others were the GOVERNOR MILLER, WILLIAM A. 
IRVIN, and RALPH H. WATSON), when she entered service on May 21, 1938 sailing from River Rouge 
to Duluth, MN to load ore. These vessels incorporated a number of innovations on the Great Lakes, which 
included a steam turbine driving a propeller through double reduction gearing. Also they were the first lakers 
built with tunnel passage ways that could be used by the crew during times of foul weather for access from the 
bow to the stern. Additionally, innovative for large Great Lakes vessels was the employment of welded as well 
as riveted construction of her hull plates. Without the need for strapping plates in riveted construction, the 
hull was lighter in weight and therefore netted more carrying capacity. These four sisters were the first of the 
Pittsburgh fleet to have one piece hatch covers handled by a hatch crane. Ownership of the JOHN HULST 
was transferred to the United States Steel Corp., Cleveland in 1952 in a corporate restructuring. The JOHN 
HULST was laid up for the last time at Duluth in August, 1979. In the fall of 1984 dismantling began at 
Thunder Bay, ON where she had been laying up for one year, after being towed from Duluth on November 23, 
1983. Dismantling began by Western Metals who went out of business before scrapping was completed, but 
Shearmet Recycling acquired its assets and finished the job in September, 1986.

John Hulst in bicentennial colors on the St. Clair River 10/1976 [SM]



287HuLL nuMBER

Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1942 as a) LEOn FRASER (US.241856). Hull 287’s 
keel was laid June 5th and launched February 28, 1942 for the Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. 
Dimensions: 639’6”loa-623’3”lbp-67’-35’; 10294 GRT, 6439 NRT, 20,250 dwt. Powered by a 4400 shp De 
Laval double reduction cross-compound steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. The FRASER 
departed the shipyard June 21, 1942 bound for Duluth, MN to load her first cargo of iron ore. The FRASER 
was the first of a class of five identical steamers built by two yards for Pittsburgh Steamship that would become 
known as the “Supers” or “AA” class. The ENDERS M. VOORHEES and A.H. FERBERT (Hulls 288 
and 289) were also built by GLEW, while the BENJAMIN FAIRLESS and IRVING S. OLDS were built 
at Lorain, OH by American Ship Building (Amship). In 1952, Pittsburgh Steamship Co. reorganized into 
the Pittsburgh Steamship Division of US Steel Corp., Cleveland. One of thirteen “Tin Stackers” modified 
for salt water cargoes, the FRASER, so modified, hauled Labrador iron ore up the St. Lawrence Seaway 
from 1962-77. The fleet name was changed in July, 1967 to US Steel Great Lakes Fleet. Her boilers were 
converted to oil and a bow thruster installed over the winter of 1969-70 at Amship. The FRASER laid up 
for the last time for US Steel on December 20, 1981 at the old Amship dock in Lorain. Sold in 1985 to 
Spitzer Marine, LTD, Lorain, OH and again in 1989 to Fraser Shipyard, Superior, WI. Towed from her 
layup berth at Lorain on October 22, 1989 bound for Superior, arriving late on October 27th. The FRASER 
was shortened 120 feet and converted to a self-unloading cement carrier at the Fraser Shipyard in 1990 
and then sold to Inland Lakes Transportation (a La Farge Corp. subsidiary), Alpena, MI operated by their 
subsidiary Inland Lakes Management. New dimensions: 519’6”loa-503’3”lbp-67’-35’; 8018 GRT, 5452 NRT, 
13,900 dwt. Renamed b) ALPEnA, she passed her sea trials on May 31, 1991 and departed the shipyard 
late on June 6, 1991 arriving at Alpena late on June 8th. Christened June 10th at Alpena, she departed on 
the 13th with 12,529 net tons of cement bound for Duluth, arriving there on June 15th.  ALPENA set 
a record by carrying 13,338 tons of cement on June 7, 1993 bound for Milwaukee and Green Bay, WI.  
In service as of 2008.

Leon Fraser on the building ways [SMMC]



Leon Fraser from the Ambassador Bridge on the Detroit River c1952 [DC]

Leon Fraser on the St. Marys River 08/1969 [JV]



Alpena on Lake St. Clair 04/30/1992  
[SM]

Leon Fraser in bicentennial colors  
loaded with Labrador ore 

in the Welland Canal 09/23/1976  
[JJ]

Leon Fraser in long term layup  
at Lorain 10/29/1987  

[JM]





Enders M. Vorrhees in bicentennial colors on the St. Clair River 09/1976 [SM]

States Steel Corp. and her billboard lettering was changed to “PITTSBURGH STEAMSHIP DIVISION” 
reflecting the corporation’s restructuring. The lettering disappeared completely by 1957 replaced by the logo 
of USS surrounded by a circle and placed on the ship’s stack and under the ship’s name on the bows. On April 
12, 1955 while upbound from Monroe, MI to load iron ore at Duluth, the VOORHEES had the honor of 
opening the second century of navigation through the St. Marys Falls Ship Canal which was celebrated with 
great pomp and ceremony. Three years after the St. Lawrence Seaway opened in 1959, US Steel began sending 
their ships to Port Cartier, QC to load iron ore for delivery to upper lake ports, usually Conneaut, OH and 
Gary, IN. The following year, the fleet, including the VOORHEES, began taking grain down to Baie Comeau 
and Trois Rivières, QC and back hauling Labrador ore. In July, 1967, the VOORHEES was transferred to 
USS Great Lakes Fleet, a subsidiary of US Steel. A bow thruster was installed in 1970 and during the winter of 
1972-73 her boilers were automated and converted to oil-fired burners at Bay Shipbuilding, Sturgeon Bay, WI. 
Due to the liberalization of the Load Line Act the previous year, the VOORHEES was allowed a deeper loaded 
draft after certain strengthening criteria were met. This was primarily accomplished by strapping the spar deck 
and improving the integrity of the hull. The ENDERS M. VOORHEES participated in US Steel’s winter-long 
navigation feasibility study during the 1974-75 season, allowing only one month to lay up from March 25th to 
April 24th. A sewage treatment 
system was installed in the 
VOORHEES over the winter 
of 1979-80. Eighteen Steel 
Trust bulkers were similarly 
equipped to comply with 
Great Lakes environmental 
standards. Due to the addition 
of two one-thousand foot self-
unloading freighters to the 
fleet, the EDWIN H. GOTT 
and EDGAR B. SPEER, in 
1979 and 1980, as well as 
the severe down turn in the 
economy during 1981, most of 
the straight deck “Steel Trust” 
vessels, or “Tin Stackers”, were 
withdrawn from service and 
permanently laid up. This happened to the VOORHEES on December 26, 1981, laying up for the last time 
at Duluth’s Hallett Dock #5. Her bow thruster was removed in May of 1986 for installation in her fleetmate 
JOHN G. MUNSON (2) as a stern thruster. While chained together with her sisters, A.H. FERBERT (2) and 
IRVING S. OLDS, a severe thunder storm struck Duluth on July 12, 1986 pushing the trio across St. Louis 
Bay eventually grounding them near Superior, WI. It was discovered that the force of the storm had pulled 
the bollards out of the Hallett Dock No.5 thus releasing the ships. The VOORHEES was sold to Marine 
Salvage of Port Colborne, ON in April, 1987 and subsequently to Aaron Ferer & Sons of Omaha, NE. The 
VOORHEES was towed out of Duluth on August 22, 1987 and was the first of the “Supers” towed off the 
Lakes for scrap. Locking through the Soo on the August 24th, she arrived at Quebec City on August 27th. 
There, along with the steamer THOMAS W. LAMONT which had arrived the same day as the VOORHEES, 
the two former fleetmates departed in tow of the British tug IRVING CEDAR on September 15th. The tow 
arrived at Algeciras, Spain 40 days later on October 24th. The Greek tug EVEREST departed the Spanish port 
on December 15th with just the LAMONT in tow, safely delivering her to Aliaga, Turkey. Upon returning 
the EVEREST then towed the VOORHEES out on January 13, 1988. Twelve days later on January 24th, 
they encountered a force 9 storm while just off the southeast coast of Greece, 60 miles from Piraeus, in the 
Cyclades Islands. The towline parted and the VOORHEES was driven ashore at Profitis Elias on Kíthnos 
Island approximately 175 miles southwest of Aliaga and eventually broke in two. Having lain there until the 
summer of 1989, and with scrap prices soaring, the VOORHEES was salvaged and towed to Aliaga arriving 
there on August 23, 1989 where she was dismantled by Kalka Vanlar Gemi Sokum Ticaret A.S.
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1942 as a) A.H. FERBERT (2) (US.242024). Keel laid 
August 7, 1941. Launched May 22, 1942 for the Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 
639’6”loa 623’3”lbp x 67’ x 35’; 10,294 GRT, 6439 NRT, 20,250 dwt. Powered by a 4,400 shp, double 
reduction geared, cross-compound steam turbine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. May 22nd was the 
tenth National Maritime Day and on that day 21 other ships were launched nationwide to celebrate the 
occasion. The “super” IRVING S. OLDS was launched the same day at Lorain, OH. This marked the last 
of the “Super Carrier” build program. The others were the BENJAMIN F. FAIRLESS, LEON FRASER, 
and ENDERS M. VOORHEES. These hulls consisted of roughly half riveted and half welded construction. 
On her maiden voyage in late August, the FERBERT grounded in the St. Marys River while upbound light 
necessitating a return to the shipyard at River Rouge for repairs. The A.H. FERBERT (2) was one of six 
vessels that participated in the Great Lakes Radar Operational Research Project during the 1946 season testing 
equipment supplied by Radiomarine Corp. of America. Subsequently all of her “super” sisters were equipped 
with radar by 1950. Her company fleet name was changed to the United States Steel Corp., Cleveland in 
1952. A bow thruster was installed in 1969. Her boilers were automated and converted to oil-fired burners at 
Bay City, MI over the winter of 1971-72. The FERBERT participated in the extended winter operation on the 
upper lakes during the seventies. On November 30, 1981 the A.H. FERBERT (2) was laid up for the last time 
at the Hallett Dock #5, Duluth, MN. On her tow out of Duluth September 15, 1987, they encountered rough 
weather on Lake Superior and required the assistance of the tug W.J. IVAN PURVIS to reach the Soo on the 
19th. On September 21st the FERBERT had to anchor off DeTour, MI after she had run aground in the St. 
Marys River when her towline parted. Her hull was punctured and required inspection by the US Coast Guard 
which ordered repairs to her hull before she could continue. Again problems struck on September 24th, when 
the FERBERT went hard aground at the Cut-Off Channel’s southeast bend of the St. Clair River. Six tugs 
worked until late on the 26th to free her. The FERBERT finally arrived in tow at Lauzon, QC on October 
7th. She departed Lauzon December 3rd in tow of the Canadian tug CAPT. IOANNIS S. along with the 
SAMUEL MATHER (6) and arrived at Sydney, NS on December 9, 1987. Both hulls laid over at Sydney until 
May 21, 1988 when Atlantic Towing’s Bermuda registered tug IRVING CEDAR completed the tow which 
finally arrived at Aliaga, Turkey on June 20, 1988. Scrapping was completed by Cukurova Celik Endustrisi 
T.A.S. The A.H. FERBERT (2) was the second “Super” to be sold for scrap, and a reluctant one at that!

A. H. Ferbert being launched [DC]



A. H. Ferbert at the Soo 01/1981 [BC]

A. H. Ferbert on the St. Marys River 06/1970 [JV]
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L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract  
MCc-1834 in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million. Hull 290s keel was laid on March 
9, 1942 and launched as the ADIRONDACK (USMC Hull 579) on September 19, 1942 for the USMC 
Dimensions: 620’6”loa-604’lbp-60’3”-35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 NRT, 15,800 dwt. Powered by a 2500 ihp triple 
expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. Sale of this “Maritimer” to Reiss Steamship, 
Sheboygan, WI was completed after her launch and renamed a) RICHARD J. REISS (2) (US.243406) on May 
10, 1943.  After 439 days, the REISS was delivered first to the USMC on May 22 for authorization and then 
to Reiss SS. on May 25 when she cleared the shipyard on her maiden voyage to load coal at Sandusky, OH for 
Sheboygan. The REISS had been part of a major government ship building program designed to upgrade and 
increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. Of the sixteen total “Maritimers” built on the 
Great Lakes for the USMC, ten were built at GLEW. The REISS was the first completed by GLEW and the 
second overall on the Lakes, but also the first of the L6-S-B1 design. (The THOMAS WILSON was the first 
completed and was an L6-S-A1 design). In order to finance this purchase, Reiss SS. traded in two obsolete 
steamers for their scrap value as a down payment. The two steamers were the first RICHARD J. REISS (1), 
which became SUPERIOR in 1943, and the ALEX B. UHRIG; both of which were chartered back to Reiss 
SS. for the duration of the War and scrapped in 1947. The L6-S-B1 designation indicted that this vessel was 
built for service on the Great Lakes (L), was in the 600’-699’ in length category (6), steam powered (S), with 
certain sub-design features (B1), such as stern type. The RICHARD J. REISS (2) was converted to a self-
unloader and had a bow thruster installed at Manitowoc, WI by Manitowoc Ship Building over the winter 
of 1963-64. (9876 GRT, 7604 NRT) Still under Reiss ownership, management was transferred to Boland & 
Cornelius, Buffalo, NY on June 27, 1969 when Reiss SS ceased operating their entire fleet. The RICHARD 
J. REISS (2) was repowered over the winter of 1975-76 at Defoe Shipbuilding, Bay City, MI with a 2800 bhp 
20 cylinder Electro-Motive G.M. diesel. Sold to American Steamship Co., Williamsville, NY in 1986 and 
chartered to Erie Sand Steamship, Erie, PA. Before departing her winter layup in early April, her name was 
modified to b) RICHARD REISS and stack repainted in Erie colors, but her hull remained black in deference to 
Erie’s typical green hull. In 1992, Erie Sand Steamship obtained ownership until December 18, 2001 when the 
RICHARD REISS laid up for the last time in E.S.S. colors at Erie. In January, 2002 Oglebay Norton, Inc., 
Cleveland, OH purchased the Erie Sand & Gravel Co. including the RICHARD REISS but she never left 

Richard J. Reiss in Reiss colors on the Detroit River 07/1963 [SM]



her layup dock. Oglebay Norton, struggling with financial difficulties, sold the RICHARD REISS for $1.8 
million to Grand River Navigation, Rogers City, MI in January, 2004. She departed March 24, 2004 on her 
first trip in nearly two years with only her stack sporting her new fleet logo. She sailed this way the entire 2004 
season until December 17 when she entered Bay Shipbuilding, Sturgeon Bay, WI for her 5 year inspection and 
a new Grand River paint scheme. She last sailed as RICHARD REISS arriving at Sarnia, ON with her new 
paint job on December 30 and laid up for the winter. She was renamed c) MAnISTEE on March 14, 2005.  
MANISTEE departed Sarnia April 1, 2005 headed for Calcite, MI in ballast to load limestone for Marine 
City, MI and was still in service as of 2008.

Richard Reiss at Alabaster  
loading gypsum 10/13/1991 

[SM]

Richard J. Reiss in BoCo colors 
on the Detroit River 07/04/1985  

[JJ]

Richard Reiss in Erie colors  
on Lake St. Clair 06/21/1991  

[SM]



Richard Reiss with new 
Lower Lakes fleet colors at  
Sturgeon Bay 12/30/2004  

[AL]

Richard Reiss laid  
up at Erie 02/2004  

[JH]

Manistee downbound 
in the Welland Canal 09/10/2005 

[JC]
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L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract  
MCc-1834 in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million. Hull 291’s keel was laid on  
April 16, 1942 and was launched October 31, 1942 as LAKE ANGELINA (some sources mistakenly list her 
as LAKE ANGELINE) for the USMC (USMC Hull #580). Dimensions: 620’6”loa, 604’lbp-60’2”-35’; 9057 
GRT, 6793 NRT, 15,800 dwt. Powered by a 2,500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water 
tube boilers. This “Maritimer” was allocated by the USMC to the Cleveland-Cliffs Steamship Co., Cleveland, 
OH and renamed a) CADILLAC (3) (her first documented name – US.243423). The CADILLAC (3) was part 
of a government maritime program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes 
iron ore fleet during WWII. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were built on the Great Lakes for wartime duty. 
The CADILLAC (3) was the fifth Maritimer completed and third of the L6-S-Bl class. The “L” designation 
meant it was built for Great Lakes service, “6” for 600-699 feet in length, “S” indicated steam power and 
“Bl” identified specific design features, such as a traditional elliptical (counter) stern, a triple expansion steam 
engine and a tall smoke stack in front of which the aft mast was mounted. As payment for the purchase of 
two Maritimers, LAKE ANGELINA/CADILLAC (3) and BELLE ISLE/CHAMPLAIN (L6-S-A1 built at 
Amship, Cleveland), Cleveland-Cliffs traded in five of its older obsolete vessels, which were CADILLAC (2), 
COLONEL, MUNISING, NEGAUNEE and YOSEMITE. The CADILLAC (3) was delivered to Cleveland-
Cliffs on June 18, 1943 (five days before the CHAMPLAIN) and departed the shipyard June 19, 1943 on her 
maiden voyage to load iron ore at Superior, WI. She was chartered for the 1961 season to McLouth Steel Co. 
Trenton, MI. In 1965 a bow thruster was installed at Cleveland. In 1969 CADILLAC (3) became the first 
Maritimer to have her boilers converted to oil-fired burners with automated boiler controls which reduced the 
boiler crew from twelve to eight. This work was done at the Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co., Manitowoc, WI. 
New tonnage: 9053 GRT, 6364 NRT, 16,540 dwt. The CADILLAC (3) was laid up on September 7, 1981 
for the last time at Toledo, OH. She was transferred to Craig Maritime, Inc., Los Angeles, CA on December 
31, 1982 in preparation for conversion to a proposed container ship for service between Chicago, Detroit, 
and Quebec City. However these plans never materialized. CADILLAC (3) was sold in 1985 to Pai Marine 
of Jacksonville, FL. As a result of prolonged litigation in the US District Court for the Northern District of 
Ohio, CADILLAC (3) was ordered sold in 1987 through Jacques Pierot, Jr. & Son, New York, NY. On July 
30, 1987 the USMC was asked to approve the sale of CADILLAC (3) to Corostel Trading Ltd., Montreal, QC 
for overseas scrapping. After being laid up for nearly six years, CADILLAC (3) was towed from Toledo’s “Frog 
Pond” on August 17, 1987 destined for Quebec City, arriving there on August 31st. On September 8, 1987 the 
Dutch tug THOMAS DE GAUWDIEF, cleared Quebec City with CADILLAC (3) and her former fleetmate 
CHAMPLAIN (3). Both Martitimers arrived on October 30, 1987 at Aliaga, Turkey to be scrapped there by 
Cukurova Celik Endustrisi A.S.

Cadillac [PW]



Cadillac with Script Cliffs billboard 
on the Detroit River 08/29/1965 

[SM]

Cadillac laid up in the “Frog Pond” 
at Toledo awaiting her final fate  

07/1984 
[JH]

Cadillac being towed down the  
Seaway at Port Colborne 08/18/1987 

[SM]



L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract MCc-
1834 in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million. Hull 292’s keel was laid May 28, 1942 and 
launched as the HILL ANNEX (USMC hull 581) December 23, 1942 for the US Maritime Commission; 
named after an iron mine in northern Minnesota. Dimensions: 620’6”loa-604’lbp-60’3”-35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 
NRT, 15,800 dwt. Powered by a 2500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. 
The sale to Pittsburgh Steamship, Cleveland, OH was completed after the launch and renamed a) GEORGE A. 
SLOAn (US.243416) in June, 1943 with delivery to Pittsburgh SS. on July 22nd. The SLOAN was part of a 
government program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. 
In order to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC authorized a program that would allow existing 
fleets to obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to the government for credit. As partial payment 
for each new vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their existing and/or obsolete vessels, 
along with some cash, to the Maritime Commission. These existing, older vessels were chartered back to the 
original owners for wartime operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were built on the Great Lakes under this 
arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a total of 36 older lakers were traded in 
by these fleets. At war’s end most of the 36 were laid up at Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped, though some 
operated as late as 1953. The SLOAN was the eighth Maritimer completed and the fifth of the L6-S-Bl class. 
This designation meant it was a Great Lakes vessel (L), 600 to 699 feet in length (6), and steam powered (S). 
“Bl” identified specific design features, some of which included a traditional elliptical (counter) stern, a triple 
expansion steam engine and a tall smoke stack in front of which was mounted the aft mast. The GEORGE A. 
SLOAN was one of three “Maritimers” that came into the “Steel Trust” fleet in exchange for seven outdated 
bulkers. The other two were the SEWELL AVERY (L6-S-Al) and ROBERT C. STANLEY (L6-S-Bl). The 
trade-ins were: CLARENCE A. BLACK (1898-1946), ROBERT FULTON (1895-1949), PENTECOST 
MITCHELL (1903-1948), QUEEN CITY (1896-1947), RENSSELAER (1900-1947), HERMAN C. STROM 
(1903-1947), and ZENITH CITY (1895-1947). These seven represented a total of 27,949 gross registered tons 
and 44,850 dwt total combined trip capacity at mid-summer draft. The three new vessels replaced 26,872 gross 
registered tons and 47,555 dwt total trip capacity. The SLOAN entered service on July 22, 1943. Shortly into her 
career, her spar deck developed cracks in September, 1943 while on Lake Huron in moderate seas that required 
3’ x 2” steel strapping to be installed to reinforce and strengthen her hull, similar to that of fleetmate ROBERT 
C. STANLEY. In 1952, Pittsburgh Steamship Co. reorganized into the Pittsburgh Steamship Division of  
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George A. Sloan on the St. Marys River c1955 [PW]



US Steel Corp., Cleveland. The SLOAN was converted to a self-unloader at Fraser Shipyards, Superior, WI 
over the winter of 1966-67 (New tonnage: 9706 GRT, 6793 NRT) and transferred to US Steel’s Bradley Fleet 
to replace the capacity lost when the CEDARVILLE sank in 1965. A bow thruster was installed during the 
conversion. The SLOAN departed the shipyard June 24, 1967 in the gray livery of the Bradley Fleet, which was 
merged with the Pittsburgh Steamship Division to form the US Steel Great Lakes Fleet in 1967. Her coal-fired 
boilers were converted to oil-fired over the winter of 1976-77. The SLOAN was repowered over the winter of 
1984-85 with a 4500 bhp 12 cylinder Caterpillar marine diesel engine at the Fraser shipyard. This engine was 
experimental and therefore the cost was shared by Caterpillar which was attempting to enter the marine diesel 
market. In 1986, the parent company US Steel reorganized as USX Corporation. Two years later, USX sold 
its majority stake in the USS GLF, as well as other assets, to the Blackstone Group, a New York investment 
banking firm. These assets were grouped under the name Transtar, Inc. The USS GLF’s hull colors were unified 
entering the 1990 shipping season with a three color design; diagonal gray and black stripes on the bows with 
the remainder of the hull being iron ore red. Her unloading boom was lengthened in the mid-1990s as was 
the CALLAWAY’s, CLARKE’S, and ANDERSON’S in order to reach draft-limited docks as well as be able 
to pile cargo higher. The SLOAN’s last trip for the USS GLF ended on November 16, 2000 by laying up 
at the North Slip at Point Edward, ON rafting off of fleetmates MYRON C. TAYLOR and CALCITE II. 
Negotiations ensued over the winter involving all three vessels, ending in March, 2001, when Lower Lakes 
Towing, Port Dover, ON bought the trio. The SLOAN was brought into Canadian registry (C.822914) and 
renamed b) MISSISSAGI. The MISSISSAGI was christened at Sarnia on April 21, 2001 and departed there 
May 3 on her first trip bound for Bruce Mines, ON to load stone for Toledo, OH arriving there three days later 
on May 6. Still in service as of 2008.

George A. Sloan on  
the St. Marys River 05/1965  

[JV]

George A. Sloan being converted to  
a self-unloader at Fraser Shipyard 

05/21/1967 
[SM]



George A. Sloan in Bradley gray colors just after conversion at Detroit 09/03/1967 [SM]

George A. Sloan on the St. Clair River 08/27/1989 (last year of single color gray hulls) [SM]



Mississagi at Sarnia ready to start career with Lower Lakes 04/28/2001 [MN]

George A. Sloan in tri-colors on Lake St. Clair 05/10/1990 [SM]



293HuLL nuMBER

L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract MCc-1834 
in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million. Hull 293’s keel was laid September 24, 1942 
and launched as the MCINTYRE (USMC hull no. 589) May 8, 1943 for the USMC; named after an iron 
mine in the Adirondack Mountains. Dimensions: 620’6”loa-595’lbp-60’3”-35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 NRT, 15,800 
dwt. Powered by a 2500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. The sale to 
Interlake Steamship Co. (Pickands, Mather & Co., mgr), Cleveland, OH was completed after the launch and 
renamed a) FRANK PURNELL (1) (US.243587) in August, 1943 with delivery to Interlake SS. on August 28th. 
The FRANK PURNELL (1) was part of a government program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity 
of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. In order to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC 
authorized a program that would allow existing fleets to obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to 
the government for credit. As partial payment for each new vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent 
tonnage of their existing and/or obsolete vessels, along with some cash, to the Maritime Commission. These 
existing, older vessels were chartered back to the original owners for wartime operation. A total of sixteen 
“Maritimers” were built on the Great Lakes under this arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in 
the program and a total of 36 older lakers were traded in by these fleets. At war’s end, most of the 36 old timers 
were laid up at Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped; though some operated as late as 1953. The PURNELL (1) 
was the eleventh Maritimer completed and the sixth L6-S-Bl to enter service. The “L” designation meant it was 
a Great Lakes vessel, “6” for 600-699 feet in length, “S” indicated steam power and “Bl” identified specific 
design features, such as a traditional elliptical (counter) stern, a triple expansion steam engine and a tall smoke 
stack in front of which the aft mast was mounted. The PURNELL (1) was one of three “Maritimers”, along 
with FRANK ARMSTRONG (L6-S-Bl) and E.G. GRACE (L6-S-Al), that Interlake obtained in exchange 

Upbound Frank Purnell (1) from the Blue Water Bridge [PW]



for seven outdated vessels. These were: CETUS (1903-1947), CORVUS (1903-1950), CYGNUS (1903-1949), 
PEGASUS (1902-1948), SATURN (1) (1901-1947), TAURUS (1903 -1949), VEGA (1906-1946). These seven 
represented 31,720 gross registered tons and 48,700 dead weight tons. The three new vessels represented 
26,872 gross registered tons and 46,450 dead weight tons. In late 1965, the PURNELL (1) was traded to 
Bethlehem Steel, Cleveland and renamed b) STEELTON (3) in 1966. Interlake received in the trade another 
GLEW “Maritimer”, the STEELTON (2) (US.244507) that was eventually converted to a self-unloader and 
became the FRANK PURNELL (2) and then the ROBERT C NORTON (2) (Hull 525). The boilers in 
STEELTON (3) were converted to oil-fired and strengthening straps added at the shipyard at Manitowoc, 
WI over the winter of 1970-71. The strapping allowed for a draft increase of six inches. New tonnage: 9032 
GRT, 5760 NRT. On August 25, 1974, the downbound STEELTON (3) rammed the partially raised Bridge 
12 knocking it into the water at Port Robinson on the Welland Canal, blocking traffic for 14 days (reopened 
September 9). The bridge was never replaced. Due to the excessive damage to the pilothouse and bow, it cost $1 
million to repair the STEELTON (3) at Port Colborne, ON. The vessel had delivered iron ore at Lackawanna, 
NY and was returning to Quebec empty for another load. Sold July 12, 1978 to Cement Transit Co. (Medusa 
Portland Cement), Detroit, MI and renamed c) HULL NO. 3. (Some sources say unofficially, but HULL NO. 
3 was painted on while laying idle at Erie, PA the entire 1978 season and over the winter into 1979). Medusa 
chartered her to Cleveland-Cliffs Steamship Co., Cleveland in 1979 and renamed her d) PIONEER (2) in June, 
1979 operating as such the remainder of 1979 and sporadically in 1980 before laying up at Toledo, OH. Her 
hull was used sparingly as a cement storage barge in 1981. The PIONEER (2) was towed to Bay Shipbuilding, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI arriving November 12, 1981 for conversion to a cement storage and transfer barge. Emerged 
from the shipyard April 27, 1982 as e) C.T.C. NO. 1 and was towed to South Chicago, IL. In use at South 
Chicago as a storage/transfer barge as of 2008.

Frank Purnell (1) below the Soo locks 06/30/1965 [SM]



Steelton (3) on the St. Marys River [PW]

Steelton (3) shortly after striking Bridge 12 on 08/25/1974 [DC]



Steelton (3) with  
Bridge 12 wreckage 08/25/1974  

[DC]

Hull No. 3 at Erie 1978  
[PW]

Pioneer on the  
St. Marys River 06/27/1979  

[JV]



CTC #1 at Chicago 02/17/2003 
[MN]

CTC #1 at Chicago c1982  
[PW]

CTC #1 at Chicago 06/16/1990  
[SM]

“Still there after 20-plus years”
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L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract MCc-
1834 in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million as a) ROBERT C. STAnLEY (US.243843). 
Hull 294’s keel was laid November 4, 1942 and launched June 19, 1943 as the L6-S-Bl-class for the US 
Maritime Commission (USMC Hull #585). Dimensions: 620’7”loa, 604’lbp x 60’x 35’, 9057 GRT, 6793 
NRT, 15,800 dwt. Powered by a 2,500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. 
Her service speed rating was 11 knots (12.7 mph). The STANLEY was allocated to the Pittsburgh Steamship 
Co., Cleveland, OH and was delivered on September 29, 1943. The ROBERT C. STANLEY was part of a 
government program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. 
In order to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC authorized a program that would allow existing 
fleets to obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to the government for credit. As partial payment 
for each new vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their existing and/or obsolete vessels, 
along with some cash, to the Maritime Commission. These existing, older vessels were chartered back to the 
original owners for wartime operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were built on the Great Lakes under this 
arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a total of 36 older lakers were traded 
in by these fleets. At war’s end most of the 36 were laid up at Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped, though 
some operated as late as 1953. The STANLEY was the thirteenth Maritimer completed and the eighth of the 
L6-S-Bl class. This designation meant it was built for Great Lakes service (L), 600 to 699 feet in length (6), 
and steam powered (S). “Bl” identified specific design features, some of which included a traditional elliptical 
(counter) stern, a triple expansion steam engine and a tall smoke stack in front of which was mounted the aft 
mast. The ROBERT C. STANLEY was one of three “Maritimers” that came into the “Steel Trust” fleet in 
exchange for seven outdated bulkers. The other two were the SEWELL AVERY (L6-S-Al) and GEORGE 
A. SLOAN (L6-S-Bl). The trade-ins were: CLARENCE A. BLACK (1898-1946), ROBERT FULTON  

Robert C. Stanley at Two Harbors 1950 [HCGL]



(1895-1949), PENTECOST MITCHELL (1903-1948), QUEEN CITY (1896-1947), RENSSELAER (1900-
1947), HERMAN C. STROM (1903-1947), and ZENITH CITY (1895-1947). These seven represented a total 
of 27,949 gross registered tons and 44,850 dwt total combined trip capacity at mid-summer draft. The three 
new vessels replaced 26,872 gross registered tons and 47,555 dwt total trip capacity. The STANLEY departed 
light on her maiden voyage from River Rouge on September 30, 1943 bound for Two Harbors, MN to load 
iron ore. Still in her first season of operation on November 10th during a Lake Superior storm, she developed 
a significant crack across her spar deck and 12 to 14 feet down both sides of her hull. As the hull worked in 
the heavy seas, the crack widened to as much as three to four inches. The crew ran cables between the fore and 
aft winches, which maintained a force sufficient to hold the hull together. Accompanied by two steamers back 
to the Soo, she received a temporary patch and then continued to Duluth, MN to load ore. She completed 
this trip and one more before laying up at Toledo, OH on December 8th, which is testimony to the urgency 
for iron ore in the war effort in spite of her tenuous condition. The STANLEY was brought back to the Great 
Lakes Engineering Works shipyard on March 22, 1944 for complete repairs, which included strapping the 
entire length of her spar deck and doubling her shear strake. During the late 1940s, in keeping with fleet policy, 
“PITTSBURGH STEAMSHIP COMPANY” was painted in white billboard-style letters on both sides of her 
hull. In 1952 the ROBERT C. STANLEY was transferred to the United States Steel Corp. and her billboard 
was changed to read “PITTSBURGH STEAMSHIP DIVISION” to reflect the corporate restructuring. This 
lettering disappeared by 1957 and was replaced by the logo “U.S.S.” surrounded by a white circle and placed on 
her bows. On April 18, 1960 the STANLEY struck Vidal Shoal in Whitefish Bay about 1.5 miles above the Soo 
Locks, and tore a hole in her bottom. She limped into the Soo for temporary repairs. At Erie, PA during the 
winter of 1971-72, the STANLEY’s hull was reinforced with deck straps which increased her load line depth by 
six inches. Her boilers were converted to oil-fired burners and to automated controls by G. & W. Welding in 
Cleveland over the winter of 1973-74 and re-entered service the following June 8th. She also had a bow thruster 
installed at Sturgeon Bay, WI the following winter. A sewage treatment system was installed in the STANLEY 
over the winter of 1979-80. Eighteen Steel Trust bulkers were similarly equipped to comply with Great Lakes 
environmental standards. The ROBERT C. STANLEY was laid up for the last time November 25, 1981 at 
the Tower Bay slip, Superior, WI. She was sold to Frederick Drontle of Cold Springs, MN in November, 1986, 
then to Gordon Low of Calgary, AB in 1987 and later that year to Corostel Ltd., Montreal, QC. On November 
14, 1987 she was towed out of Superior and down the Seaway arriving at Sorel, QC on December 10th. Both 
the STANLEY and former fleetmate RALPH H. WATSON departed Sorel 17 months later towed by the deep 
sea tug FAIRPLAY IX on May 16, 1989 arriving at Aliaga, Turkey June 19th for scrapping by Cukurova Celik 
Endustrisi, A.S.

Robert C. Stanley on the Detroit River 1952 [SM]



Robert C. Stanley in bicentennial colors at Port Huron 06/1975 [SM]

Robert C. Stanley at Mission Point 07/1966 [SM]
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L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for the US Maritime Commission under USMC contract MCc-1834 
in 1943 at the River Rouge yard at a cost of $2.265 million. Hull 295’s keel was laid on December 29, 1942 and 
launched as the MESABI July 24, 1943 for the US Maritime Commission (USMC hull no. 586); named after 
the Mesabi (Iron) Range in northern Minnesota. Dimensions: 620’6”loa-604’lbp-60’-35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 
NRT, 15,800 dwt. Powered by a 2500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. 
The sale to Bethlehem Transportation Co. (Bethlehem Steel Corp), Cleveland, OH was completed after the 
launch and renamed a) LEHIGH (US.244505), in October 1943. The LEHIGH was part of a government 
program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. In order 
to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC authorized a program that would allow existing fleets to 
obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to the government for credit. As partial payment for each new 
vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their existing and/or obsolete vessels, along with some 
cash, to the Maritime Commission. These existing, older vessels were chartered back to the original owners for 
wartime operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were built on the Great Lakes under this arrangement. Nine 
Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a total of 36 older lakers were traded in by these fleets. At 
war’s end most of the 36 old timers were laid up at Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped; though some operated 
as late as 1953. The LEHIGH was the second to last Maritimer built for entire program and the last built at 
the River Rouge yard. The “L” designation meant it was built for Great Lakes service, “6” for 600-699 feet in 
length, “S” indicated steam power and “Bl” identified specific design features, such as a traditional elliptical 
(counter) stern, a triple expansion steam engine and a tall smoke stack in front of which the aft mast was 
mounted. The LEHIGH was the first of two Maritimers acquired by Bethlehem in exchange for three older 
vessels. The second was the STEELTON (2). The three older vessels were: JOHNSTOWN (1) (1905-1946), 
SAUCON (1906-1946) and the CORNWALL (1907-1946). The accumulated tonnage of these older vessels 
totaled 19,735 gross registered tons and 31,000 dead weight tons. The two new Maritimers totaled 18,114 gross 
registered tons and 31,000 dead weight tons. LEHIGH, which became the fastest built GLEW Maritimer from 
keel to delivery in just over 304 days, was delivered to Bethlehem on October 29, 1943 and departed the shipyard 
two days later on the November 1 light bound for Marquette, MI to load iron ore. LEHIGH delivered 15,700 
tons of iron ore pellets (taconite) to Bethlehem’s new Burns Harbor (Indiana) steel mill on September 11, 1969, 
the first delivery of iron ore to that new facility. Over the winter of 1970-71, LEHIGH’s boilers were converted 
to oil-fired at Manitowoc Shipbuilding, emerging from the shipyard with her stack painted with the fleet’s 

Lehigh on the Detroit River [SMMC]



new “I-beam” logo. In the 1970s, LEHIGH began a series of trips down the St. Lawrence Seaway with grain 
returning with Labrador iron ore. LEHIGH laid up at Erie, PA at the end of the 1979 season and didn’t operate 
for Bethlehem again. Sold Canadian to Pierson Steamships, Ltd., Thorold, ON early in 1981 and renamed  
b) JOSEPH X. ROBERT (C.393816). The LEHIGH was the first “Maritimer” to be sold Canadian, which was 
due to Bethlehem building three “thousand footers” (STEWART J. CORT in 1972, LEWIS WILSON FOY in 
1978, and BURNS HARBOR in 1980) and the major downturn in the steel industry in 1980. The LEHIGH 
was moved from her Erie layup berth to the Welland Dock on the Welland Ship Canal where she received her 
new name and distinctive Soo River paint scheme (Black hull, white “SOO RIVER” billboard along her side, 
and white accent lines). Due to further economic pressures, the Pierson fleet went into receivership on August 
6, 1982. The ROBERT was purchased on September 16, 1982 by P&H Shipping, LTD. (Parish & Heimbecker 
LTD.), Mississauga, ON and renamed c) WILLOWGLEn. Pierson’s entire nine vessel fleet was purchased by 
P&H for a reported $2.8 million. The new fleet colors were nearly identical to the Pierson Fleet minus the 
“SOO RIVER” billboard. WILLOWGLEN sailed nearly ten years for P&H until laying up for the last time on 
December 21, 1992 at Owen Sound, ON. Sold in 1994 to Goderich Elevators, Goderich, ON for use as a grain 
storage barge at Goderich. 
WILLOWGLEN was towed 
out of Owen Sound on 
August 17, 1994 to Goderich, 
where she remained until 
2005 when sold for scrapping. 
Towed out of Goderich 
arriving at Hamilton, ON 
August 4, 2005 where she was 
prepared for overseas towing.  
WILLOWGLEN departed 
Hamilton September 9, 2005 
bound for Sorel, QC before 
being towed over seas to 
Aliaga, Turkey, arriving there 
on October 28, 2005 for 
scrapping.

Lehigh with bicentennial scheme 1976 
[PW]

Joseph X. Robert in the Welland Canal 05/1981 [BC]



Willowglen being scrapped at Aliaga 
11/2005  

[SS]

Willowglen on Lake St. Clair  
07/07/1992 

[SM]

Willowglen laid up at 
Goderich 02/19/2003 

[SM]
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Twin Screw Double-Ended Icebreaking Auto-Truck Ferry built at the River Rouge yard in 1952 as  
a) VACATIOnLAnD (US.262971). Hull No. 296’s keel was laid May 1, 1950 and was launched  
April 7, 1951 for the State of Michigan, Department of Highways. Dimensions: 360’2”loa-345’lbp-73’6”-25’3”; 
3844 GRT, 2614 NRT. Powered by four 2,365 bhp Nordberg eight cylinder diesel engines (9,460 bhp total). Built 
with two decks, bow and stern gates and equipped with four propellers. VACATIONLAND was first enrolled on 
January 9, 1952 and entered service on January 15 becoming the fifth auto ferry in service for cross-Straits transit 
at this time. This ferry was built at a cost of $4,314,000 for year around service across the Straits of Mackinac 
between St. Ignace and Mackinaw City, MI (Upper and Lower Peninsula’s of Michigan respectively). The ferry 
had a capacity for 150 cars and 650 passengers. VACATIONLAND’s last trip across the Straits was on November 1, 
1957, the date that the Mackinac Bridge opened for traffic. She did, however, make a non-commercial trip across on  
November 2 to move equipment and then laid up at Mackinac City. That left only railroad car ferry service 
between the two peninsulas. Sold to the Detroit-Atlantic Navigation Co., Detroit, MI in April, 1959 and renamed  
b) JACK DALTOn on May 3 to ferry truck trailers between Detroit and Cleveland, OH. After only operating 
for a few months, the DALTON was seized by the US Marshal on November 16, 1960 because of a mortgage 
default and laid up at Detroit. Ownership reverted back to the State of Michigan Highway Department 
in June, 1961. Sold Canadian to Compagne de Navigation, Nord-Sud Ltee, Rimouski, QC and renamed  
c) PERE nOuVEL (C.313942) in October, 1961 for service in the Gulf of St. Lawrence between Rimouski and 
Baie Comeau, QC. Sold to the Minister of Highways, Ferries Division-B.C. Ferries, Vancouver, BC for nearly 
$C2.25 million and renamed d) SunSHInE COAST QuEEn in April, 1967. She departed Quebec on May 17, 
1967 and sailed under her own power to the West Coast via the Panama Canal. The QUEEN entered service 
on the Howe Sound between Horseshoe Bay and Langdale, BC later that year making a one way trip in 75 
minutes. She was nicknamed “Suzy Q” by those that operated her and frequently rode her. “Suzy Q” last 
operated in 1977 and laid up at Vancouver until sold to Quesnel Redimix of Canarctic Ventures in 1981. The 

Vacationland being launched [SMMC]



QUEEN was moved to the Alaska Trainship ferry landing on the Fraser River at Delta where rebuilding of her 
engines was begun but not finished. Sold to Gulf Canada Resources , Calgary, AB for $C1.3 million in 1981 
and renamed e) GuLF KAnAYAK in 1982 with plans to convert her to a drill rig support ship for service in the 
Beaufort Sea. This deal defaulted due to market conditions in the oil industry and the GULF KANAYAK was 
returned to Canarctic Ventures in 1985. In 1986 the neglected ferry was moved again, this time to Burrard 
Inlet and moored to a buoy off Dollarton (North Vancouver), BC. The name CANARCTIC EXPLORER was 
painted on the vessel later that year for appearance sake but was never documented as such in a ploy to drum up 

Vacationland at Mackinaw City [MDOT]

Vacationland arriving at Mackinaw City on her delivery voyage 01/1952 [LB]



investor interest. The ferry was sold later in 1986 to 301073 B.C. for investment purposes, which again proved 
to be ill fated. With creditors demanding payment for dockage fees and other expenses, the ferry was sold for 
scrap in 1987 to Chenco, Inc. Puyallup, WA in order to pay these fees. The GULF KANAYAK was towed out 
of the Vancouver area bound for a Chinese scrap yard when the tow encountered heavy seas during a storm 
about 100 miles off Astoria, OR and sank on December 3, 1987 in the Pacific Ocean. The GULF KANAYAK 
likely sank after heavy seas pounded an iron brace through a watertight bulkhead and the hull below, which 
had been welded between the center car deck doors for added support during the tow. It took the ferry nearly 
eighteen hours to sink to a depth of 6,000 feet.

Vacationland breaking ice at the Mackinaw City dock [MDOT]

Vacationland at the Mackinaw City Dock [FS]



Jack Dalton c1960 [DC]

Vacationland from the Blue Water Bridge on way to Detroit for new short term career 04/1959 [DC]



Sunshine Coast Queen in Howe Sound near Langdale, BC c1968 [DC]

Pere Nouvel at Pointe au Pere QC 07/22/1962 [DF]



Gulf Kanayak sinking 12/03/1987 
Taken from Japanese tug Hoshin #8

Gulf Kanayak with  
Sunshine Coast Queen name  
still visible at Dollarton in  

North Vancouver 1986  
[LB]

Gulf Kanayak as  
Canarctic Explorer at  
Nanaimo 10/04/1987  

[FC-LB]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1952 as a) CASOn J. CALLAWAY (US.264349). 
Launched March 22, 1952 for the Pittsburgh Steamship Div., US Steel Corp., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 
647’loa-629’3”lbp-70’-36’; 11,591 GRT, 8649 NRT, 22,800 dwt. Powered by a 7,700 shp cross-compound 
Westinghouse Electric steam turbine engine and two oil-fired water tube boilers. Rated service speed: 16 mph.  
The CALLAWAY headed toward Lake Erie for her 15 hour trial run on September 13, 1952. After successfully 
completing her sea trial, she was turned over to the owners. On September 16, the CALLAWAY departed the 
shipyard on her maiden voyage bound for Duluth, MN to load iron ore. Three years later, while downbound in 
a heavy fog she collided bow-on with the upbound GLEW-built B.F. JONES (1) (Hull 15) above Lime Island 
in the St. Marys River on August 21, 1955. The iron ore-laden CALLAWAY suffered severe bow damage as 
did the empty JONES, but damage to the JONES was so severe that the repairs were deemed too costly and 
she was subsequently scrapped. The CALLAWAY was inspected and allowed to deliver her cargo to Cleveland 
and afterward entered the shipyard for repairs. A bow thruster was installed in the CALLAWAY in 1966. The 
Pittsburgh Fleet and the Bradley Fleet merged in July, 1967 to form the United States Steel Great Lakes Fleet 
which was implemented over the winter emerging in 1968 with a new stack markings and insignia on her 
bows to reflect this change. Her hull was lengthened 120 feet to 767’loa in 1974-75 by the Fraser Shipyard at 
Superior, WI. The CALLAWAY was converted to a self-unloader in 1982 at the Fraser Shipyard. In 1986, the 
parent company US Steel reorganized as USX Corporation. Two years later, USX sold its majority stake in the 
USS GLF, as well as other assets, to the Blackstone Group, a New York investment banking firm. These assets 
were grouped under the name Transtar, Inc. The fleet hull colors were unified, entering the 1990 season with 
a three-color design: gray and black diagonal stripes on the bow with the balance of the hull iron ore red. Her 
unloading boom was lengthened in the mid-1990s as were the CLARKE’S, ANDERSON’S, and SLOAN’s 
in order to reach draft-limited docks as well as be able to pile cargo higher. Then on October 20, 2003 it was 
announced that the CALLAWAY, along with her entire fleet, were sold to the Montreal based Canadian 
National Railway Company (CN) with the deal being finalized in May, 2004. To comply with the Jones Act, 
Canadian National Railway bareboat-chartered the eight Great Lakes vessels to Key Lakes Inc, a US deep-sea 
vessel operator, which leased the fleet to Key Lakes Inc. In service for the Great Lakes Fleet Inc. (Key Lakes 
Inc., Duluth, MN Mgr.) (CN) in 2008.

Cason J. Callaway being launched [DC]



Cason J. Callaway  
in tri-colors on  

Lake St. Clair 10/23/1992  
[SM]

Cason J. Callaway  
with billboard on the 
Detroit River c1952  

[DC]

Cason J. Callaway on 
Lake Ontario 11/14/1964  

[JM]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1952 as a) J.L. MAuTHE (US.264738). Hull 298’s keel was 
laid on February 15, 1951 and launched June 21, 1952 for the Interlake Steamship Co. (Pickands Mather & Co., 
Mgr.), Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 647’loa-629’3”lbp-70’-36’; 11,472 GRT, 8421 NRT, 22,800 dwt. Powered 
by 7,700 shp Westinghouse Electric cross-compound steam turbine and two oil-fired Foster-Wheeler water tube 
boilers. The MAUTHE was completed on December 1, 1952 but entered service April 2, 1953 clearing the 
yard light for Duluth, MN to load iron ore. Her service speed was rated at 16 mph. A bow thruster was added 
in 1965. Company name changed to Pickands Mather & Co., Cleveland in 1966. Transferred to the Interlake 
Steamship Co., Cleveland in 1973. The MAUTHE laid up at Superior, WI on July 5, 1993, the last time she 
would operate under her own steam power. She was converted to a self-unloading barge at Bay Shipbuilding Co., 
Sturgeon Bay, WI during the winter of 1997-98. Her hull was shortened 40’10” for a tug notch and renamed  
b) PATHFINDER (3). The ATB dimensions: 700’ loa-70’-36’; 10,720 GRT (barge), 10,577 NRT (barge), 
21,450 dwt (barge).  
The PATHFINDER (3)’s 
conversion was completed on 
January 15, 1998 but didn’t 
enter service until March 21, 
1998 when she departed the 
yard for Escanaba, MI to load 
taconite bound for Indiana 
Harbor. The tug/barge 
combination was originally 
powered by the tug JOYCE 
VAN ENKEVORT until June 
23, 1999 when replaced by 
the tug DOROTHY ANN 
(US.1081409). In service for 
Lakes Shipping Co. Inc., 
Division of Interlake S.S.  
in 2008.

J. L. Mauthe being launched [BH]

J. L. Mauthe on Lake St. Clair 07/14/1991 [SM]



Pathfinder on Lake St. Clair 07/15/1998 [SM]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1953 as a) RESERVE (US.265360). Launched November 
15, 1952 for the Columbia Transportation Co., Cleveland, OH (Oglebay Norton, Mgr.). Dimensions: 647’loa-
629’3”lbp-70’-36’; 11,601 GRT, 8601 NRT, 22,800 dwt. Powered by a 7,700 shp Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
cross-compound steam turbine and two oil-fired Foster-Wheeler water tube boilers. Rated service speed: 16 
mph. The RESERVE was delivered on April 1, 1953 and departed the shipyard on her maiden voyage April 22, 
1953 to load 18,571 gross tons of iron ore at Superior, WI. Transferred to the Oglebay Norton Co., Cleveland 
in October, 1957 when the fleet was merged into the parent company. A bow thruster was added in 1970. The 
RESERVE was lengthened 120 feet at Fraser Shipyard over the 1974-75 winter being completed on April 1, 
1975. Then she was converted to a self-unloader at Bay Shipbuilding’s Sturgeon Bay yard in 1983. In 1994, the 
fleet was repainted to better emphasize the parent company. The colors remained the same, but traditional five 
point Columbia star that adorned every vessels stack was changed to a new stylized four point star with the 
initials “ON” in the middle. Also, the bow now displayed the same star followed by the company name. The 
RESERVE last operated for Oglebay Norton on January 12, 2006 laying up at Superior, WI for the winter 
before being sold on March 6, 2006 to Reserve Holdings LLC (K&K Warehousing) for $4 million. The 
RESERVE arrived under her own power on August 1, 2007 at Menominee, MI for conversion to an integrated 
tug/barge unit pushed by tug VICTORY and renamed b) JAMES L. KuBER on March 29, 2008.

Reserve just after launch [DC]



Reserve with new paint  
scheme on Lake St. Clair 

07/27/1997  
[SM]

Reserve as a straight decker 
on the St. Marys River  

[PW]

Reserve as a self-unloader  
on the St. Marys River 

07/13/1989  
[SM]




