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Cowanshannock getting final paint scheme Ashtabula [DC]

This list of hulls begins the numbering series where Ashtabula and Ecorse yards have separate and unique 
numbering sequences. Once the United States entered WWI, an order was placed by the USSB with the 
GLEW for twenty-four WWI Lakers of the 1060-”Stemwinder” design under USSB contract #SC 199 on 
March 5, 1918. Seven of these were built at the Ashtabula yard under GLEW order #3600 and seventeen of 
these were built at the Ecorse yard (see hulls 206-222) under GLEW order #3500. The design called for all 
cabins and machinery to be located aft and generally hauled bulk cargoes such as coal. All of these vessel’s 
names began with the letter “C” honoring US geographical locations that exceeded their subscription quota in 
the War Saving Stamp Drive. Dimensions: 261’loa, 253’lbp-43’6”-27’6”; approximately 2700 GRT, 4,000 dwt. 
Powered by a 1,350 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. The USSB/
EFC assigned them hull numbers that ranged from 1273-1279 respectively.

HULL 501

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1918. Launched November 30, 1918 as  
a) COWAnSHAnnOCK (US.217566) and delivered in February, 1919. Sold to the Horace X. Baxter Steamship 
Company, San Francisco, CA in 1922 and renamed b) H.W. BAXTER. The BAXTER was used primarily to 
haul lumber during this time. She was renamed c) A.M. BAXTER in 1933. Laid up for some time at Seattle, 



Cowboy at Ashtabula 02/20/1919 [DC]

Cowboy in US Shipping Board colors c1920 [DC]

when sold Panamanian in 1947 to Naviero Interamericas Soc. Anon. and renamed d) QuIBIAn. QUIBAN 
was taken from layup at Seattle to load salt at San Francisco for Manzanillo, Mexico. Renamed e) ESITO in 
1951. While bound from Hampton Roads to Buenos Aires with coal, ESITO stranded and sank ten miles from 
Torres, Rio Grande de Sul, Brazil July 31, 1952.
HULL 502

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919 and entered service in March, 1919. Launched 
December 30, 1918 as a) COWBOY (US.217748). Sold to the Matson Navigation Company, San Francisco, CA 
on June 22, 1922 and renamed b) MAKEnA. She served on the West Coast, mainly from Puget Sound, carrying 
wood to Hawaii and returned with sugar cane. She was one of three GLEW-built WWI Lakers sold to Matson. 
The other two were the COVERUN (Hull 221), which became MAHUKONA, and COWEE (Hull 503), 
which became MAKAWELI. Sold French in 1940 to Cie Gle. d’Arm. Maritimes and renamed c) HOnFLEuR. 
The vessel was seized by the US Government when France fell to the Germans so the sale and rename was not 
consummated and ownership returned to the US Maritime Commission in 1940. Sold Panamanian to John 



Makena [DC]

Kalle c1950 [DC]



P. Goulandris (Makena Steamship, Ltd. Mgr.) in 1940 and retained the name of MAKENA. Sold in 1947 
to Charco Azul, Panama and renamed d) nADA. Later in 1947 she was sold to Merivienti O/Y, Helsinki, 
Finland and renamed e) KALLE (FI.1029) Sold to Cia de Vapores Santa Elena S.A., Piraeus, Greece in 1957 
and renamed f) SAROnIKOS. Broken up at Sava Shipyard, Neon Ikonion, St. George’s Bay, Keratsinon, Greece 
in 1960. Work began March 3, 1960.
HULL 503

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Launched February 1, 1919 as a) COWEE 
(US.217844) and entered service in April, 1919 departing the Lake for trade on the Atlantic Seaboard. 
Completed too late for WWI duty, she was released for sale and was purchased on June 22, 1922 by the Matson 
Navigation Company, San Francisco, CA and renamed b) MAKAWELI. She served on the West Coast, mainly 
from Puget Sound, carrying wood to Hawaii and returned with sugar cane. She was one of three GLEW-built  
WWI Lakers sold to Matson. The other two were the COVERUN (Hull 221), which became MAHUKONA, 
and COWBOY (Hull 502), which became MAKENA. Converted to a tanker by the Bethlehem Shipbuilding 
Corp., San Francisco in October, 1937 and probably was converted to oil-fired boilers at that time. New 
tonnage: 2630 GRT, 1534 NRT. Her cargoes were molasses, petroleum products and water. At the outbreak of 
WWII, she was at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, in the Hawaiian Islands where she was slightly damaged but without 
loss of life during the December 7, 1941 air attacks by the Japanese. She was towed to San Pedro, CA where 
the damage was repaired after which she was requisitioned by the US War Shipping Administration. She 
served convoy duties in the Pacific Theater throughout the duration. Sold Canadian on September 25, 1946 
and came to the Great Lakes for Lakeland Tankers Ltd, Toronto, ON, a subsidiary of Cleveland Tankers, 
owned by the Ashland Oil Company. MAKAWELI brought a cargo of oil to Toronto on her return trip to 
the Great Lakes then proceeded immediately to Port Weller Dry Dock at St. Catharines, ON where she was 
dry docked and completely refurbished. She came out as c) MAKAWELI (C.177814) and entered Great Lakes 
service on December 3, 1946. Canadian tonnage: 2665 GRT, 1551 NRT. She transported petroleum products 

Cowee on the building ways Ashtabula 01/20/1919 [SMMC]



on the Great Lakes plus trips to Newfoundland and Hudson Bay. She operated until the end of the 1966 
season laying up for the last time at Montreal. MAKAWELI and her fleetmate LUBROLAKE were sold to 
Marine Salvage Ltd in 1967, effectively ending the Lakeland Tanker operation. Sold for scrap to Italian ship 

Cowee after launch at Ashtabula [DC]

breakers later in 1967, she was towed overseas by the Yugoslav tug JUNAK along with the bulker MOHAWK 
DEER. The MOHAWK DEER broke loose, close to their destination, in the Gulf of Genoa and stranded on 
rocks off Portofino, Italy early in the day. However the MAKAWELI made it to her fateful destination at La 
Spezia, Italy on November 5, 1967 where she was dismantled by Cant. di Portovenere S.p.A. The MAKAWELI 
reportedly was the last WWI “Laker” to sail on the Great Lakes (Mohawk Deer was recovered and towed to 
La Spezia in December).
HULL 504

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Launched March 8, 1919 as a) COWICHE 
(US.217978) and entered service in May, 1919. Sold in 1922 to the California & Oregon Lumber Company, 
San Francisco, CA and renamed b) BROOKInGS. BROOKINGS was placed in the coastwise lumber trade. 
Sold to the Brookdale Steamship Company (Andrew F. Mahony, Mgr.) San Francisco in 1927. Sold to H.L. 
Landis of the McCormick Steamship Company, San Francisco in 1934. The McCormick S.S. Company took 
over ownership in 1937. Sold French in 1940 to - Cie. Générale Transatlantique, Le Havre, France and was 

Cowiche on the building ways at Ashtabula 02/20/1919 [SMMC]



renamed c) ALEnCOn. That same year ownership was changed to the United States Maritime Commission 
at Panama, likely due to Germany’s invasion of France. Laid up at Oakland, CA shortly afterward and then 
requisitioned on February 7, 1942 by the US War Shipping Administration while still laid up. Later in 1942, the 
ALENCON was bareboat chartered to the US Army but registered out of Panama. In February, 1946, the vessel 
was returned to Cie. Générale Transatlantique under French registration. The ALENCON was transferred to 
the Soc. Nationale d’Affrètements, Le Havre under the French Government in 1947 and dismantled in 1949 at  
Dunkirk, France.
HULL 505

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Launched April 30, 1919 as a) CRABTREE 
(US.218156) and entered service in June, 1919. Sold to the North Shore Transit Company, Port Huron, MI 
on May 9, 1922 and began trading on the Great Lakes as b) W.J. CROSBY. Sold Canadian late in 1929 to the 
Canada Forwarding Company, Port Arthur, ON and was registered as c) W.J. CROSBY (C.154963). Purchased 
by the Atwacoal Transportation Company, Fall River, MA in 1935 and renamed d) DAVID H. ATWATER 
returning to US registry. The ATWATER left the Lakes to trade on the Eastern Seaboard. During WWII, 
the ATWATER was traveling on the night of April 3, 1942 ten miles off the east coast of Virginia when 
she was sunk by gun shell fire from the German submarine U-552. Twenty-four of her 27 crew were lost in 
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Crabtree at Ashtabula 05/22/1919 [DC]
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somewhat of a controversial event, as the U-552 began to shell and machine gun the ATWATER while her 
crew attempted to abandon ship but were cut down mercilessly. Ninety-three 88 mm shots had been fired from 
the U-552’s deck gun at the ATWATER with fifty of them hitting the vessel causing her to burst into fire and 
sink in forty-five minutes. The ATWATER had been on an unescorted voyage from Norfolk, VA loaded with 
coal bound for Fall River and was northeast of Cape Charles, VA at the time of her attack. She rests in 40 feet 
of water at position 37°34’N-75°06’W. This incident became a controversial issue and still rages as a hot topic 
as to whether the crew was massacred or inadvertently killed.

HULL 506

Lake-built Ocean Freighter 
built at the Ashtabula yard 
in 1919. Launched April 12, 
1919 as a) CRAIGROWnIE 
(US.218066). Sold to 
the Penobscot Steamship 
Company, Boston, MA 
in 1922 and renamed b) 
PEnOBSCOT. Purchased 
by the Atwater Steamship 
Company, Fall River, 
MA in 1933 and renamed 
c) IDA HAY ATWATER. 
Sold to the Carter Coal 
Transportation Company, 

Wilmington, DE in 1938 and renamed d) OLGA. On the morning of March 12, 1942, the unarmed and 
unescorted OLGA was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-126 in the Old Bahama Channel 
north of Cuba. The crew of eight officers and 25 crewmen abandoned ship in one lifeboat and two rafts. One 
crew member died when the U-126 submerged and capsized one of the rafts with its wake. The OLGA had 
been steaming in ballast from Port Everglades, FL to Baracoa, Cuba (Guantánamo Province in the easternmost 
province of Cuba).

Craigrownie [DC]

Craigrownie at Ashtabula [SMMC]



HULL 507

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Launched May 24, 1919 as a) CRAIGSMERE 
(US.218333). She entered service in June, 1919. Purchased by the Morton Salt Company, Chicago, IL late in 
1921 and returned to Great Lakes service in 1922. The M & J Tracy Company, Inc., New York purchased her 
in 1927 still registered as CRAIGSMERE and departed the Lakes. She was scrapped at Brunswick, GA by the 
Georgia Marine & Salvage Co. in 1948 arriving there by March 1 of that year.

Craigsmere in Tracy colors[DC]

Craigsmere on the Lakes for Morton Salt [DC]



508-515HuLL nuMBERS

HULL 509

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Hull 509 was launched on August 20, 1919 
as a) LAKE ELOn (US.218921) and entered service in September, 1919. Purchased by the Mallory Steamship 
Company, New York, NY in 1925 and renamed b) ALAMO. Transferred to the Clyde-Mallory Lines, New 

Lake Elon at the GLEW shipyard, Ashtabula 08/20/1919 [DC]

This last run of WWI Lakers totaled eight vessels, all built at Ashtabula with “Lake” names, as was suggested 
by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson to honor bodies of water throughout the United States and an implicit way to thank 
shipbuilders on the Great Lakes. All were built in 1919-20, contracted on June 12, 1918 with the US Shipping 
Board under USSB contract # SC 323 . They were of the “three island” type 1074 design whose dimensions 
were 261’6”loa,253’6”kl-43’8”-28’4”; approximately 2676 GRT, 1660 NRT, 4050 dwt. Each was powered 
by a 1,450 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. The USSB/EFC hull 
numbers ranged from 1884-1891 respectively. This USSB contract included sixteen additional 1074 design 
“Lakers” that were built at Ecorse during the same time (Hulls 223-238).

HULL 508 NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Hull 508 was launched on July 19, 1919 
as a) LAKE SInGARA (US.218721) and delivered for service in August, 1919. Remained in US Shipping 
Board ownership until sold in 1927 to the International Packing Company, Seattle, WA and renamed  
b) InTERnATIOnAL. The INTERNATIONAL was converted to a completely equipped floating cannery 
and was dispatched to Bristol Bay, AK replacing the SANTA FLAVIA. The INTERNATIONAL had a 
string of owners from 1941 to 1946; A.W. Witig, Seattle in 1941; International Shipping Co. (Margaret M. 
Gettinger), Norfolk, VA in 1942; Smith-Douglass Company, Norfolk in 1943. The INTERNATIONAL was 
requisitioned in October, 1943 and allocated to the US Army. The vessel was returned to the US War Shipping 
Administration at Norfolk in September, 1945 and turned over to the American President Lines, Inc. for 
operation. The INTERNATIONAL was sold Chinese in 1946 to the China Merchants Steam Navigation 
Company, Shanghai and renamed c) HAI KAnG. Purchased by the Far East Shipping & Trading Company, 
Macau, Canton China in 1950 and renamed d) MInG SHAn. The Chinese Republic gained ownership circa 
1954 for the China People’s Steam Navigation Company at Shanghai and renamed her e) NAN HAI 162. The 
vessel was finally broken up at Hong Kong in 1964 by Kong Hing Co. with work beginning on September 25, 
1964.



York in 1933. Sold to the Agwilines, NY in 1935. Sold Chinese in 1946 to the China Merchants Steam 
Navigation Company of Shanghai and renamed c) HAI Lu. Scrapped by the Asia Development Company at 
Shanghai in 1949.
HULL 510

Lake-built Ocean Freighter 
built at the Ashtabula yard in 
1919. Hull 510 was launched 
September 15, 1919 as a) LAKE 
ELPuEBLO (US.219044) and 
was delivered in October, 1919. 
LAKE ELPUEBLO remained 
in US Shipping Board 
ownership until sold Russian 
to Aktsionernoe Kamchatskoe 
Obshchestvo (AKO), 
Vladivostok in February, 
1929 and renamed b) LAMuT. 
LAMUT, one of five GLEW 
“Lakers” purchased by AKO 
(LAKES ELMSFORD-237, 
ELMWOOD-238, ELRIO-
511, ELVA-514) arrived 
at Vladivostok in August, 1929. Converted to a floating crab processing plant later in 1929 for use in the 
Kamchatka Peninsula region. Ownership transferred to the people’s joint stock trust Krabotrest in 1930. On 
July 1, 1936, LAMUT and the entire AKO fleet were transferred to Akoflot with their homeport moved from 
Vladivostok to Petropavlovsk. During a violent storm, LAMUT crashed into the towering rocks just offshore 
and south of the Strait of Juan De Fuca’s Cape Flattery between Quillayute Needles and Giants Graveyard 
stranding at Teawhit Head’s Natural Arch, (47°52’18”N- 124°36’39”W) on April 1, 1943 during a voyage from 
Portland to Vladivostok in ballast. To seaward, crashing seas formed a maelstrom among the wicked offshore 
rocks. On the landward side a sheer cliff towered above them. US Coast Guardsmen, finding it impossible 
to approach the wreck from the sea, blazed a trail through two miles of tangled rain forest to reach the cliff 

Lake Elpueblo day of launch at Ashtabula [RR]

Lamut wrecked on Quillayute Needles 04/01/1943 [RR]



Lake Elrio just before launch at Ashtabula 10/17/1919 [AM]

Lake Elsah [DC]

above the stranded ship, which lay on her port beam in the breakers. The wary Russian crew made a heavy 
line fast that was pulled up to the cliff top. Unwilling to attempt the precipitous lift up the cliff, the Russians 
attempted to launch a lifeboat, but one of the women crew members was killed and another injured when a 
boat-fall broke, upending the craft in the sea. All hands, including the surviving woman, were then hauled by 
the rescue party up the vertical lifeline to the top of the cliff. One life was lost but fifty-four were saved by this 
harrowing US Coast Guard rescue. The hull was never salvaged and gradually disintegrated due to wave action 
from Pacific Ocean.
HULL 511

Lake-built Ocean Freighter 
built at the Ashtabula yard 
in 1919. Hull 511 was 
launched October 17, 1919 as  
a) LAKE ELRIO (US.219158) 
and entered service in 
November, 1919. Chartered 
by the Colombian Steamship 
Company in 1922 and 
renamed b) PARIA. Purchased 
by the International Packing 
Company, Seattle, WA in 
1927 and renamed c) CHASE. 
Sold Russian early in 1928 
and renamed d) KAMCHATKA 
owned by the Aktsionernoe 
Kamchatskoe Obshchestvo 
(AKO), Vladivostok. Converted 
to a floating crab processing plant (AKO’s first) in Japan in August, 1928 for use on the Kamchatka Peninsula, 
one of the world’s richest crab fisheries. KAMCHATKA was the first of five GLEW “Lakers” purchased by AKO 
(LAKES ELMSFORD-237, ELMWOOD-238, ELPUEBLO-510, ELVA-514) for this purpose. Ownership 
transferred to the people’s joint stock trust Krabotrest in 1930. On July 1, 1936, KAMCHATKA and the 
entire AKO fleet were transferred to Akoflot with their homeport moved from Vladivostok to Petropavlovsk. 
There is some evidence that KAMCHATKA was still operating in 1964 based on her assignment to a new join 
stock company Dalmoreprodukt. Dropped from Lloyd’s Register in the 1960s and then reappeared in Lloyd’s 
in ‘71 & ‘72 as broken up in the USSR in 1971.
HULL 512

Lake-built Ocean Freighter 
built at the Ashtabula yard in 
1919. Hull 512 was launched 
November 15, 1919 as a) LAKE 
ELSAH (US.219405) and 
entered service in December, 
1919 departing the Lakes for 
the East coast. She was owned 
by the US Shipping Board until 
1938 and split time between 
working under charter basis and 
being laid up in the vast post 
war reserve fleet. Abandoned 
since 1936, she was scrapped by 
the Northern Metals Company 
at Philadelphia, PA late in 1937.



HULL 513

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1919. Hull 513 was launched November 3, 
1919 as a) LAKE ELSMERE (US.219256) and delivered later in November of that year. Remained in US 
Shipping Board ownership until purchased by the Southern Steamship Company, Philadelphia, PA 
in 1923 and renamed b) CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. Sold Chinese in 1946 to the China Merchants Steam 
Navigation Company, Shanghai and renamed c) HAI CHEH. Transferred to the Republic of China, Nanking, 
China in 1949. Transferred to the China People’s Steam Navigation Co., Shanghai in 1950 and renamed  
d) HOPING 8. Dropped from Lloyd’s Register in 1969. Disposition unknown.
HULL 514

Lake-built Ocean Freighter 
built at the Ashtabula yard in 
1920. Hull 514 was launched 
December 20, 1919 as a) 
LAKE ELVA (US.219572) 
and delivered March, 1920 
when she departed the Lakes. 
Remained in US Shipping 
Board ownership until 
February, 1929 when it was 
sold Russian and renamed b) 
TunGuS for Aktsionyernoye 
Kamchatskoye Obshchyestvo 
(AKO), Vladivostok. 
Converted to a floating 

City of Philadelphia [DC]

Lake Elva before launch 12/20/1919 [RR]



crab processing plant in 1929 for use on the Kamchatka Peninsula, one of the world’s richest crab fisheries. 
TUNGUS was one of five GLEW “Lakers” purchased by AKO (LAKES ELMSFORD-237, ELMWOOD-
238, ELPUEBLO-510, ELRIO-511) for this purpose. Ownership transferred to the people’s joint stock trust 
Krabotrest in 1930. On July 1, 1936, TUNGUS and the entire AKO fleet were transferred to Akoflot with 
their homeport moved from Vladivostok to Petropavlovsk. Sailed under Russian registry until struck a Soviet 
mine and sunk on August 15, 1941, near Mys Provorotnyi during a voyage from Sovetskaya Gavan’ (port on 
Strait of Tartary) to Vladivostok but wasn’t dropped from Lloyd’s Register until 1960.
HULL 515 NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1920. Hull 515’s keel was laid September 13, 1919 
and  launched 133 days later on January 24, 1920 as a) LAKE ELWIn (US.219631) but wasn’t delivered until 
March, 1920 because of winter navigation being closed until that spring. LAKE ELWIN was the last WWI 
“Laker” built by GLEW at their Ashtabula yard. On July 5, 1920, loaded with pulpwood from Clarke City, 
QC bound for New York, the ELWIN grounded six miles off Eddy Point Lighthouse in the Gulf of Canso, 
NS forcing the captain to beach her at Sandy Point for fear of sinking. With eighteen feet of water in the 
engine room, her boilers were extinguished. When the hole in her bow was repaired the “Laker” was refloated 
on July 12th to continue on to New York. Laid up at Norfolk, VA during summer of 1921 and remained in 
US Shipping Board ownership until sold Italian to the Industrial Navale Soc. Anon., Genoa in May, 1926 and 
renamed b) BOBA SECOnDO (IT.1423) on June 5 Departing Norfolk with a load of coal on June 13 bound for 
Dakar, French West Africa (Senegal) and finally arrived at her home port of Genoa in September. Renamed 
c) BARCELOnA in September, 1926 still under Italian registry. Renamed back to d) BOBA SECOnDO in 1929 
under same owners. In early 1932 she laid up at Genoa and was renamed e) BOBA only to be scrapped in Italy 
by fall of 1932.



516HuLL nuMBER

Twin Screw Canaller built at the Ashtabula yard in 1923 as a) TWIn PORTS (US.223241). Launched July 3, 1923 
for the Minnesota-Atlantic Transit Co., Duluth, MN. Dimensions: 258’loa-250’lbp-42’-18’9”; 1460 GRT, 840 
NRT. The canaller was powered by two 375 bhp Lombard Governor six cylinder diesel engines each driving a 
250 kw General Electric DC generator to a 250 shp output motor. Identical to the GLEW-built TWIN CITIES 
(US.223349), Hull #517. Both were the first vessels of the newly formed Minnesota-Atlantic Transit Co. which 
was incorporated on August 30, 1922. TWIN PORTS was built for service between Duluth, Buffalo, and 
New York via the New York 
State Barge Canal during the 
Great Lakes navigation season 
and between Caribbean and 
Gulf of Mexico ports during 
the winter months. She 
sailed on her maiden voyage 
from the shipyard to Buffalo 
September 10, 1923 and then 
on to Duluth where TWIN 
PORTS loaded refrigerated 
products bound for New York, 
NY through the NYS Barge 
Canal. Sold to the General 
Motorship Corp., New York 
late in 1930 and renamed  
b) CLEVELAnDER early in 
1931. Her starboard engine was replaced with a Fairbanks Morse five cylinder diesel engine in 1931. Ownership 
was transferred to the National Motorship Corp. in 1934. Sold to the Island Dock Co., New York in 1946. 
Purchased by Cleveland Tankers, Inc., Cleveland, OH and was to be converted to a tanker in 1947 but 

New York State Barge Canaller Twin Ports launch 07/03/1923 [SMMC]

Twin Ports in the New York State Barge Canal (formerly Erie Canal) [RN]



the conversion never transpired. Chartered to the T.H. Browning Steamship Co., Detroit, MI in 1950 for a 
proposed steel hauling contract for the Ford Motor Co., but never saw action for Browning. Sold to the Moran 
Towing & Transport Co., New York in 1951 but remained idle at Port Weller, ON. Sold to A. Newman & Co.,  
Port Dalhousie, ON in 1954 for scrap.

Clevelander on the St. Clair River [DC]
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New York State Barge Canaller Twin Cities being launched at Ashtabula [DC]

Twin Screw Canaller built at the Ashtabula yard in 1923 as a) TWIn CITIES (US.223349). Launched in August 
for the Minnesota-Atlantic Transit Co., Duluth, MN. Dimensions: 258’loa-249’3”lbp-42’-18’9”; 1460 GRT, 
840 NRT. The canaller was powered by two 375 bhp Lombard Governor six cylinder diesel engines, each 
driving through a 250 kw General Electric DC generator to a 250 shp output motor. TWIN CITIES and 
TWIN PORTS (US.223241), Hull #516, were identical twins. Both were the first vessels of the newly formed 
Minnesota-Atlantic Transit Co. which was incorporated on August 30, 1922. On her maiden voyage TWIN 
CITIES departed Ashtabula October 19, 1923 for Cleveland, OH where her first cargo was loaded and then 



proceeded to Buffalo, NY. Built for service between Duluth, Buffalo, and New York via the New York State 
Barge Canal during the Great Lakes navigation season and Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico ports during the 
winter months. Sold to the General Motorship Corp., New York, NY late in 1930 and renamed b) DETROITER 
early in 1931. She was sold again this time to the National Motorship Corp., New York in 1934 and again 
in 1946 to the Island Dock Co., New York. Purchased by Cleveland Tankers, Inc., Cleveland and was to be 
converted to a tanker in 1947 but the conversion did not happen. DETROITER was chartered to the T.H. 
Browning Steamship Co., Detroit, MI in 1950 for the Ford Motor Co. for a proposed steel hauling contract 
that never materialized into anything more than a few trips. Sold to the Moran Towing & Transport Co., New 
York in 1951 but remained idle at Port Weller, ON. Sold to A. Newman & Co., Port Dalhousie, ON in 1954  
for scrap.

Detroiter [KK]

Twin Cities on maiden voyage at Ashtabula 10/19/1923 [DC]
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Scow built in 1924 at the Ashtabula yard as a) G.L. 50 (US.172107) for the Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co., 
Chicago, IL. Dimensions: 181’-40’-13’6”; 928 GRT, 928 NRT. In service for GLD&D until scrapped in 1967. 
Removed from documentation June, 1967.

G.L.50 launch 1924 [HCGL]

Scow built in 1924 at the Ashtabula yard as a) G.L. 51 (US.172108) for the Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co., 
Chicago, IL. Dimensions: 181’-40’-13’6”; 928 GRT, 928 NRT. In service for GLD&D until scrapped in 1967. 
Removed from documentation August, 1967.

519HuLL nuMBER

G.L.51 ready for launch 1924 (note G.L.50 beyond) [HCGL]
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Fish Tug built in 1927 at the Ashtabula yard and launched October 4, 1927 as a) MAVRET H. (US.227028) 
for Charles R. Hoskins, Erie, PA. Dimensions: 64’2” loa-14’-4’7”; 24 GRT, 16 NRT. Powered by a 120 BHP 
diesel engine (likely a Kahlenberg). Sold to the US Coast Guard, Washington, DC in 1942 and renamed  
b) CG 640-22F, stationed at Cleveland, OH. Sold in 1946 to the City of Cleveland Fire Department, 
Cleveland and converted to a fire tug, reverting to her former name c) MAVRET H. Repowered in 1960 with 
a 154 HP 3-cylinder GM engine (3-268A) with a Kort nozzle for propulsion. Sold in 1963 to Frank R. 
Rudolph, Burnam, IL and converted to a harbor tug. Donald W. Burrows of South Haven, MI bought the  
MAVRET H. in 1964. The tug was sold numerous times over the next few years. First, in 1969 to Keith E. 
Malcolm (Malcolm Marine), Marine City, MI, in 1972 to Jack A. Olson, Mt. Clemens, MI and in 1974 to 
John R. Plenda, Mt. Clemens. The Plenda ownership lasted three years when in 1977 Ronald J. Yanega (Mavret 
Marine), Lorain, OH bought her. Latterly, Dianna Pellegrino (Pellegrino Marine), Kirkwood, NY bought the 
MAVRET H. in 2004 for use in the Finger Lakes area, but documentation records don’t acknowledge this new 
owner. Instead, ownership passed to James Rose for operation in the Ithaca, NY area. In service as of 2008.

Mavret H. as a fish tug [HCGL]

Mavret H. as a tug [DC]



Mavret H. in 1999 [SM]

Marvet H. in Rochester 10/2004 [JL]
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Supply Motorboat built at the Ashtabula yard in 1940 as a) SAnDY (US.239351). Launched for the Pittsburgh 
Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 41’loa-37’7”lbp-11’-6’2”; 14 GRT, 5 NRT. Powered by a gasoline 
engine. SANDY served as a supply boat at Conneaut, OH until 1952 when sold to Carl Meiser, Erie, PA. 
Ownership was transferred to Meiser Realty Co., Erie in 1961. David Vialet of Rochester, NY gained ownership 
in 1962. The Rochester Marine Volunteer Tug Fire Co. No. 1 became owner in 1964 and was such until 
February 28, 2005 when her documentation expired. SANDY was pulled out of water in 2005 and stored at 
the Shumway Marine marina on the Genesee River in Rochester where it remained until the fall of 2006 when 
it was towed out to an undetermined location in Ohio. No further information was available. 

Sandy at Conneaut 1940 [HCGL]



Sandy at Shumway Marina, Rochester 06/2006 [JL]

Sandy at Rochester 03/1999 [JL]



L6-S-Bl Lake Bulk Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1943 as PILOT KNOB (1). Hull 522’s keel was laid 
on February 2, 1942 and launched October 17, 1942 for the US Maritime Commission (USMC Hull #582) at 
a cost of $2.265 million under USMC contract MCc-1834. Dimensions: 620’6”loa, 604’lbp x 60’x 35’; 9057 
GRT, 6793 NRT, 16,050 dwt. Powered by a 2,500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water 
tube boilers. Service speed rating: 12.5 mph. The PILOT KNOB (1) was allocated to the Interlake Steamship 
Co., Cleveland, OH and renamed a) FRAnK ARMSTROnG (US.243425) on May 31, 1943. The FRANK 
ARMSTRONG was part of a government program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US 
Great Lakes fleet during WWII. In order to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC authorized a 
program that would allow existing fleets to obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to the government 
for credit. As partial payment for each new vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their 
existing and/or obsolete vessels, along with some cash, to the Maritime Commission. These existing, older 
vessels were chartered back to the original owners for wartime operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were 
built on the Great Lakes under this arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a total 
of 36 older lakers were traded in by these fleets. At War’s end most of the 36 old timers were laid up at Erie, PA 
and subsequently scrapped; though some operated as late as 1953. The ARMSTRONG was the first Maritimer 
keel to be laid down but due to delays she was the fourth of that class to be completed and the second L6-S-Bl 
to enter service. The “L” designation meant it was built for Great Lakes service, “6” for 600-699 feet in length, 
“S” indicated steam power and “Bl” identified specific design features, such as a traditional elliptical (counter) 
stern, a triple expansion steam engine and a tall smoke stack in front of which the aft mast was mounted. The 
ARMSTRONG was one of three “Maritimers”, along with FRANK PURNELL (L6-S-Bl) and E.G. GRACE 
(L6-S-Al), that Interlake obtained in exchange for seven outdated vessels. These were: CETUS (1903-1947), 
CORVUS (1903-1950), CYGNUS (1903-1949), PEGASUS (1902-1948), SATURN (1) (1901-1947), TAURUS 
(1903 -1949), VEGA (1906-1946). These seven represented 31,720 gross registered tons and 48,700 dead 
weight tons. The three new vessels represented 26,872 gross registered tons and 46,450 dead weight tons. The 
FRANK ARMSTRONG departed light from Ashtabula, OH on her maiden voyage in command of Captain 
H. Chesley Inches June 3, 1943 bound for Superior, WI to load iron ore. However on June 5th while steaming 
upbound in the St. Marys River, she collided with the Canadian steamer GODERICH. Both vessels incurred 
extensive damage but were repaired as soon as possible to maintain wartime schedules. The ARMSTRONG 
participated in the Great Lakes Radar Operational Research Project in 1946, which resulted in the universal 
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Frank Armstrong from the Blue Water Bridge Port Huron [PW]



usage of radar by most vessels 
on the Great Lakes by the 
1950s. Another mishap befell 
the ARMSTRONG when on 
November 2, 1948 she collided 
head-on with the JOHN J. 
BOLAND (2) in a heavy fog 
on Lake Erie near Colchester, 
ON. Both vessels were badly 
damaged and resulted in one 
fatality on the BOLAND. The 
ARMSTRONG was towed to 
Toledo, OH for repairs. She 
was repowered over the winter 
of 1959-60 at Lorain, OH 
with a 4,400 ihp five cylinder 
Skinner Unaflow steam engine. 
A new tank top and side tanks 

were fitted late in April, 1963 at Sturgeon Bay. She received a bow thruster in 1965 at Cleveland. The FRANK 
ARMSTRONG was transferred to Pickands Mather & Co., Cleveland in September, 1966. In the fall of 
1969 the ARMSTRONG had longitudinal straps welded and riveted to her spar deck at Bay Shipbuilding, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI, which increased her hull strength and permitted raising her load line 10.5 inches (deeper 
draft) which allowed her to load an additional 750 gross tons of ore per trip. Her boilers were converted to oil-
fired burners over the 1972-73 winter at Ashtabula. The ARMSTRONG was transferred back to the Interlake 
Steamship Co. during the spring of 1973. She was renamed b) SAMUEL MATHER (6) in January, 1976 when 
the fifth MATHER was sold to the Soo River Co. and renamed JOAN M. McCULLOUGH. There had been 
a SAMUEL MATHER carrying cargo for this fleet continuously since 1887; the first was a 246 foot wooden 
steamer built at Cleveland. On June 18, 1981 while downbound five hours out of Superior, loaded with her 
first cargo of ore for the season, the SAMUEL MATHER (6) suffered a failure of her Skinner Unaflow steam 
engine. She was towed back to Fraser Shipyards at Superior for repairs. She hauled 22 loads in 1981, which was 
her last season. On her last trip she hauled 14,981 gross tons of iron ore pellets from Taconite Harbor, MN to 
South Chicago arriving there on November 18, 1981. After discharging her cargo, the MATHER proceeded to 
DeTour, MI laying up for the last time at the Pickands Mather Coal Dock on November 23nd. She was sold to 
Marine Salvage, Port Colborne, ON in September, 1987 for scrap. The SAMUEL MATHER (6) was towed out 
of De Tour on September 15, passing down the Welland Canal four days later with added tug assistance. The 
tow finally arrived at Lauzon, 
QC on September 28th. 
The SAMUEL MATHER 
(6) in tandem with the A.H. 
FERBERT (2) departed 
Lauzon on December 3rd 
behind the Canadian tug 
CAPT. IOANNIS S. and 
arrived at Sydney, NS six days 
later, where they remained for 
the winter. The tow finally 
arrived at Aliaga, Turkey June 
20, 1988, where the Lakers 
were dismantled by Cukurova 
Celik Endustrisi T.A.S. by 
October of that year.

Frank Armstrong downbound on the St. Clair River 09/1965 [JV]

Samuel Mather upbound on the St. Clair River c1976 [PW]



Samuel Mather with  
A.H. Ferbert at Aliaga 06/1988  

[SS]

Samuel Mather laid up  
at DeTour 06/25/1982  

[SM]

Samuel Mather tow at 
Port Colborne 09/19/1987  

[SM]



Lake Bulk Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1943 as a) CLARENCE B. RANDALL (1) (US.243412). Hull 
523’s keel was laid March 16, 1942 and launched December 19, 1942 as an L6-S-B1 class bulk carrier for 
the US Maritime Commission (USMC Hull #583) under USMC contract MCc-1834 for a final price of 
$2.265 million. Dimensions: 620’6”loa, 604’lbp x 60’ x 35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 NRT, 15,880 dwt. Powered 
by a 2,500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. Service speed rating: 
12.5 mph. Originally contracted by the US Maritime Commission at a cost of $2.2 million, the RANDALL 
was sold before launching to the Pioneer Steamship Co. (Hutchinson & Co., Mgr.) Cleveland, OH and was 
delivered July 19, 1943. The CLARENCE B. RANDALL (1) was part of a government program designed 
to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US Great Lakes fleet during WWII. In order to help finance the 
building of new ships, the USMC authorized a program that would allow existing fleets to obtain new boats 
by trading in their older boats to the government for credit. As partial payment for each new vessel, a fleet 
owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their existing and/or obsolete vessels, along with some cash, to 
the Maritime Commission. These existing, older vessels were chartered back to the original owners for wartime 
operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers”, as they were referred to, were built on the Great Lakes under this 
arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a total of 36 older lakers were traded 
in by these fleets. At war’s end most of the 36 old timers were laid up at Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped; 
though some operated as late as 1953. The RANDALL was the fourth of ten Maritimers built by GLEW, the 
seventh Maritimer completed overall and fourth of the L6-S-B1 class. The “L” designation meant it was built 
for Great Lakes service, “6” for 600-699 feet in length, “S” indicated steam power and “B1” identified specific 
design features, such as a traditional elliptical (counter) stern, a triple expansion steam engine and a tall smoke 
stack in front of which the aft mast was mounted. The RANDALL was the only Maritimer that Pioneer 
obtained for which an exchange was made for two older vessels, but she was the second Maritimer managed 
by Hutchinson, the other was the JOHN T. HUTCHINSON. The two older vessels were: AMAZON (1897-
1954) and S.B. COOLIDGE (1897-1948). These two vessels had a combined total of 7,397 gross registered 
tons and 15,300 deadweight tons. The RANDALL added 9,057 GRT and 15,500 dwt to the war effort. 
An exception to the program with regard to the trade-in policy involved the AMAZON and COOLIDGE. 
These two boats were chartered to Gartland Steamship rather than to Pioneer. The RANDALL sailed on her 
maiden voyage July 19, 1943 from Ashtabula light bound for Two Harbors, MN to load iron ore. Sold in May, 
1962 to the Columbia Transportation Co. (Division of Oglebay Norton Co.), Cleveland, she was renamed b) 
ASHLAnD. The sale of the vessel from Pioneer was part of a voluntary liquidation procedure begun the previous 
year. In 1972 the ASHLAND went to Fraser Shipyard at Superior, WI where her boilers were converted to 
oil-fired burners and were automated. Her cabins were made more watertight and she was strengthened by 
welding and riveting longitudinal straps to her spar deck. This additional hull strength permitted an increase 
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Clarence B. Randall in Pioneer colors on the St. Marys River [PW]



in her load line, and draft, by 10.5 inches, which added to her trip capacity. The ASHLAND sustained a six-
foot crack in her bow plating about twelve feet above her waterline while docking at Toledo, OH in April, 
1978. The severity of the damage was discovered on her upbound trip that required repairs at Sault Ste. Marie, 
MI. The following year on May 8th she struck the north entry pier of the Duluth Ship Canal while outbound 
loaded. Thick ice blowing in from Lake Superior had interfered with her maneuverability. She dropped her 
anchor to lessen the impact but drifted over the flukes ripping a two by five-foot hole in her bottom port 
side forward. She was inspected and repaired at the Duluth Port Terminal. One anchor was lost. Later that 
same year on December 11, 1979 while about 11 miles off Manitou Island near the Michigan’s Keweenaw 
Peninsula, her engine stalled due to a faulty relay switch. Caught in heavy weather and wallowing in the 
wave troughs, she put out a distress call. True to Great Lakes tradition four vessels immediately came to her 
assistance: two thousand footers, LEWIS WILSON FOY and EDWIN H. GOTT, along with WILLIS B. 
BOYER and USCG cutter MESQUITE. The following day the switch was by-passed restoring partial power 
however she went to Thunder Bay, ON arriving December 12th. Repairs took all night and the ASHLAND 
departed for Ashtabula the next day. After discharging her cargo, she proceeded to Toledo where she laid up 
December 19, 1979 for the last time. Sold for scrap to Corostel Trading, Montreal, QC in September, 1987, the 
ASHLAND departed Toledo September 14, 1987 in tow arriving at Lauzon, QC on September 23rd. Fifteen 
days later her sister Maritimer THOMAS WILSON arrived at Lauzon after being towed out of her lay-up 
berth at Toledo. Then on December 21, 1987 the pair were towed out by the Liberian-registered tugs OSA 
RAVENSTURM and REMBERTITURM bound for a Taiwanese scrap yard. While on the North Atlantic 
the tow was buffeted by heavy wind and waves when at 10:15 G.M.T. on December 30th the WILSON parted 
her towline and sunk near position 34˚08’N x 61˚35’12”W (approximately in line with Cape Hatteras, NC) 
early the next day. The tug OSA RAVENSTURM received heavy storm damage during the futile chase and 
proceeded to Bermuda for repairs. Nearly four hours later the ASHLAND also parted her towline but was 
tracked by US Coast Guard aircraft and was retrieved on January 2nd, 1988 by REMBERTITURM some 300 
miles off course. She was taken to Murray’s Anchorage just off St. George’s, Bermuda where upon inspection 
numerous cracks were discovered. During a storm on January 16th her anchors dragged and the ASHLAND 
was driven hard onto a reef at Pigeon Rocks in Bailey’s Bay causing extensive damage. She was dragged off 
the reef and refloated on January 20th by the tugs REMBERTITURM and SALVAGEMAN, reputedly the 
world’s most powerful tug at 35,000 hp. Due to her deteriorated condition, the ASHLAND was resold to ship 
breakers at Mamonal, Colombia. The ASHLAND in a critically leaking condition barely made Mamonel on  
February 5, 1988. Scrapping began in July, 1988 by S.I.P.S.A.

Clarence B. Randall in process of being renamed on the St. Marys River 05/1962 [PW]



Ashland on the St. Clair River [PW]

Ashland aground at Pigeon Rocks in Bailey’s Bay during scrap tow 01/20/1988 [SG]
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L6-S-B1 Class Lake Bulk Freighter built for $2.265 million in 1943 at the Ashtabula yard as a) J. H. HILLMAn 
JR. (US.243911). The HILLMAN’S keel was laid on October 22, 1942 and launched July 3, 1943 under 
contract with the US Maritime Commission (USMC hull # 587) for the Great Lakes Steamship Co., Cleveland, 
OH (see other Maritimers for the war building program). Dimensions: 620’6”loa-595’kl-60’-35’; 9057 GRT, 
6793 NRT, 14,850 dwt. Powered by a 2500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube 
boilers. The HILLMAN JR. was delivered to GLSS on September 24, 1943 and entered service three days later 
on the 27th when she departed the shipyard light bound for Duluth, MN to load iron ore. She was the seventh 
of ten completed by GLEW and the twelfth of sixteen completed overall. The HILLMAN JR. was the second 
Maritimer built for GLSS, the other being the L6-S-A1 type J. BURTON AYERS. To help pay for these two, 
the Great Lakes Steamship Co. traded in five obsolete steamers in 1943; GEORGE B. LEONARD (1903-47), 
WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM (1902-47), B. LYMAN SMITH (1903-47), MONROE C. SMITH (1903-47), 
and WILBERT L. SMITH (1903-47). These old steamers were then chartered back to GLSS for the duration of 
the war when they laid up waiting to be dismantled. GLSS operated the entire 1956 season before dissolving its 
fleet in 1957. As a result, the HILLMAN JR. was sold early in 1957 to Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., 
Milwaukee, WI and chartered to Wilson Marine Transit, Cleveland for ten years. Because of her inactivity due 
to her expensive charter with Northwestern, she was sub-chartered to Columbia Transportation Co. (Oglebay 
Norton Co.), Cleveland from 1960 through March, 1966 when Wilson Marine Transit purchased the HILLMAN 
JR. outright. Ingalls Shipbuilding, Pascagoula, MS (a Litton Industries subsidiary) purchased the HILLMAN 
JR. as well as Wilson’s entire eleven vessel Great Lakes Fleet on October 12, 1966, though a final agreement 
wasn’t approved until November 29, 1966, with certain details completed in early 1967. From this point on, the 
Wilson Marine Transit Co. became a management subsidiary of Litton Industries. The HILLMAN JR. was 
used sporadically from 1967 to 1971 due to its unsuitable size for Wilson’s customer base. 1972 was especially 
slow for Wilson, because they had lost their two largest contracts to haul iron ore, Republic Steel and Jones & 
Laughlin, accounting for nearly 66% of their yearly tonnage. Only three of Wilson’s nine vessels operated at 
all in 1972; the HILLMAN JR. did not operate. As a result, American Ship Building announced on August 
15, 1972 that it had purchased Wilson’s entire nine-vessel fleet for $4.3 million, including the HILLMAN JR. 
The vessels were then transferred to an Amship subsidiary, Kinsman Marine Transit, Buffalo, NY. This, along 

J.H. Hillman Jr. on the St. Clair River [SM]



with other fleet and vessel 
acquisitions by Kinsman, 
precipitated Anti-Trust 
charges from the US 
Department of Justice 
resulting in Kinsman 
selling seven of Wilson’s 
recently acquired nine 
vessels.  This prompted the 
sale of the HILLMAN JR. 
to Oglebay Norton early in 
1973, along with Wilson 
fleetmates J. BURTON 
AYERS and THOMAS 
WILSON, and placed 
under management of 
Columbia Transportation, 
Cleveland. The vessel 
operated under her same 
name in 1973 until laying 
up at Amship’s shipyard, 
Toledo, OH for conversion 

to a self-unloader. She emerged from the yard in 1974 with oil-fired boilers and was renamed b) CRISPIn OGLEBAY 
(2). With these modifications, the OGLEBAY was more productive until the economy turned sour forcing her 
to layup at Toledo from August 22, 1981 until June, 1989. She operated briefly the remainder of 1989 through 
early 1991 before laying up for the last time with Columbia on May 29, 1991 at the Hocking Valley dock in 
Toledo. Inactive there until sold Canadian to Upper Lakes Shipping, Toronto, ON. She was towed out of Toledo 
on July 1, 1995 to the Port Weller Dry Dock at St. Catharines, ON with her name and old fleet markings 
painted over. There she was converted to a specialized lighter craneship for unloading straight-deck ore carriers 
at the Dofasco Steel Mill in Hamilton, ON. Renamed c) HAMILTOn TRAnSFER (C.323003) on July 28, 1995 at 
Port Weller. Towed to Hamilton where the TRANSFER was utilized until Dofasco’s dysfunctional unloading 
system could be rebuilt. Her first transfer job was unloading the ALGONTARIO on October 5, 1995. Towed 
back to Port Weller in April, 1998 and rebuilt by merging the powered stern of the CANADIAN EXPLORER 
(ex CABOT) to the hull 
(hold and bow) of the 
TRANSFER. Dimensions: 
650’loa-635”lbp; 9491 
GRT, 4087 NRT, 16235 
dwt.  Renamed d) 
CAnADIAn TRAnSFER, 
her sea trials completed 
on August 18, 1998, she 
departed August 20 from 
Port Weller on her first trip 
to load grain at Hamilton 
for discharge at Buffalo, 
NY directly into the hold 
of the laid up KINSMAN 
ENTERPRISE. The 
TRANSFER was still in 
operation as of 2008.

J. H. Hilllman Jr. in Columbia colors [PW]

Crispin Oglebay on last trip for Columbia on Lake St. Clair 05/26/1991 [SM]



Hamilton Transfer at Hamilton 12/14/1997 [RC]

Crispin Oglebay being towed out of Toledo 07/01/1995 [JH]



Canadian Transfer on Lake St. Clair 08/22/1998 [SM]

Canadian Explorer’s stern awaiting Crispin’s fore-hull at Port Weller 04/30/1998 [JC]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the Ashtabula yard in 1943 as PILOT KNOB (2). Hull 525’s keel was laid on 
December 28, 1942 and launched September 11, 1943 as PILOT KNOB (2) an L6-S-B1 class bulk carrier 
under contract to the United States Maritime Commission (USMC) at a cost of $2.265 million and assigned 
USMC Hull #588. Dimensions: 620’6”loa, 604’lbp x 60’2” x 35’; 9057 GRT, 6793 NRT, 16,000 dwt. Powered 
by a 2,500 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired water tube boilers. The vessel was completed 
as a) STEELTON (2) (US.244507) and became the property of the Bethlehem Steel Corp., Cleveland, OH. The 
STEELTON (2) was part of a government program designed to upgrade and increase the capacity of the US 
Great Lakes fleet during WWII. In order to help finance the building of new ships, the USMC authorized a 
program that would allow existing fleets to obtain new boats by trading in their older boats to the government 
for credit. As partial payment for each new vessel, a fleet owner surrendered the equivalent tonnage of their 
existing and/or obsolete vessels, along with some cash, to the Maritime Commission. These existing, older 
vessels were chartered back to the original owners for wartime operation. A total of sixteen “Maritimers” were 
built on the Great Lakes under this arrangement. Nine Great Lakes fleets participated in the program and a 
total of 36 older lakers were traded in by these fleets. At war’s end most of the 36 old timers were laid up at 
Erie, PA and subsequently scrapped; though some operated as late as 1953. The STEELTON (2) was the last 
Maritimer built by GLEW as well as for this program and the last of the L6-S-Bl class. The “L” designation 
meant it was built for Great Lakes service, “6” for 600-699 feet in length, “S” indicated steam power and “Bl” 
identified specific design features, such as a traditional elliptical (counter) stern, a triple expansion steam engine 
and a tall smoke stack in front of which the aft mast was mounted. The STEELTON (2) was the second of 
two Maritimers acquired by Bethlehem in exchange for three older vessels; the other being the LEHIGH. 
The three older vessels were: JOHNSTOWN (1) (1905-1946), SAUCON (1906-1946) and the CORNWALL 
(1907-1946). The accumulated tonnage of these older vessels totaled 19,735 gross registered tons and 31,000 
dead weight tons. The two new Maritimers totaled 18,114 gross registered tons and 31,000 dead weight tons. 

Steelton (2) from the Blue Water Bridge at Port Huron [PW]



The STEELTON (2) sailed on her maiden voyage November 10, 1943 ten days after the LEHIGH’s maiden 
voyage, both of which were nearly completed when Bethlehem acquired them. The STEELTON (2) was traded 
to Pickands Mather’s Interlake Steamship Co. in exchange for the Maritimer FRANK PURNELL (1) in 1965. 
Because the STEELTON (2) was in need of a new tank top, Pickands Mather decided to convert her to a self-
unloader. The conversion work was completed by the American Ship Building Co. at Toledo, OH on August 
15, 1966. A bow thruster was installed at this time. At the completion of the rebuild the STEELTON (2) was 
renamed b) FRANK PURNELL (2). New tonnage: 8421 GRT, 6120 NRT, 14,900 dwt. The FRANK PURNELL 
(2) was sold to the Columbia Transportation Division of the Olgebay Norton Co., Cleveland in March-April, 
1970. Her boilers were converted to oil-fired burners over the winter of 1971-72. She was renamed c) ROBERT 
C. NORTON (2) in 1974. The NORTON’s last full season of operation was 1979 though she did operate early 
in the 1980 season. She was laid up on May 9, 1980 for the last time at the Hans Hansen Dock in Toledo. She 
was sold for scrap in 1994 to International Marine Salvage Ltd., Port Colborne, ON who resold the veteran 
steamer to Indian shipbreakers.  After fourteen years of being laid up, the NORTON was towed from Toledo 
and transited the Welland 
Canal on July 9-10, 1994. 
The NORTON joined 
her former fleetmate and 
long time, laid up Toledo 
resident, WILLIAM A. 
REISS, at Sorel, QC. 
The NORTON and the 
WILLIAM A. REISS 
cleared Sorel on August 
5, 1994 in tow of the 
tug NEFTEGAZ 56 for 
overseas scrapping. The 
tow arrived at Alang, India 
on December 16, 1994 
where the bulkers were 
broken up.

Frank Purnell (2) in Interlake colors 1965 [PW]

Steelton (2) with the 
Bethlehem billboard on  

the St. Clair River 10/1961  
[SM]



Frank Purnell  
Detroit River 05/29/1967  

[JM]

Frank Purnell at AMSHIP Toledo 
being converted to a 

self-unloader 04/1966  
[JJ]

Frank Purnell as a 
self-unloader at  

Conneaut 07/1967  
[JV]



Robert C. Norton scrap tow in  
the Welland Canal 07/09/1994  

[SM]

Robert C. Norton upbound 
in the lower St. Clair River 

[PW]

Robert C. Norton laid up  
at Hans Hansen’s Dock in 

Toledo 02/20/1990  
[SM]



Supply Motorboat built at the Ashtabula yard in 1946. Hull 526 was launched December 11, 1946 as a) 
OJIBWAY (US.251149) for the Pittsburgh Steamship Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 64’loa-60’6”lbp-22’-
8’7”; 53 GRT, 25 NRT. The supply boat was powered by a 135 BHP, 8 cylinder Caterpillar diesel engine (model 
D17000) - equipped with a Thew/Lorain 20 ton crane. OJIBWAY was the last vessel built at Ashtabula and has 
served as a supply boat (Bumboat) at Sault Ste. Marie, MI since the beginning. She operated out of her warehouse 
located just below the Soo Locks servicing US Steel’s Great Lakes fleet and certain other contracted fleets using 
her deck crane to lift pallets of supplies onboard. OJIBWAY had replaced the former supply boat FRONTIER, 
which had affectionately become known as the “gutwagon”. Ownership was transferred to the US Steel Corp., 
Cleveland in a corporate 
reorganization in 1952. 
Ownership again transferred 
in 1967 to the USS Great 
Lakes Fleet, Duluth, MN. 
OJIBWAY’s hull was originally 
painted the US Steel iron ore 
red, with white cabins and 
green trim. In mid-summer 
1975, she was repainted with a 
blue hull and off-white cabins. 
OJIBWAY was repowered 
in 1992 with a 190 BHP six 
cylinder Caterpillar model 
3306 diesel engine. The supply 
boat was sold in 2003 to 
M.C.M. Marine, Inc., Sault 
Ste. Marie and was still in 
service as of 2008.
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Ojibway at the Soo in original paint scheme [DC]

Ojibway in bicentennial colors at the Soo 1976 [DC]




